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Old Dusty interviews
by Brian

Back in the 60's I had a scrapbook filled with anything about Dusty, and today I came 
across it again! 
As I don't have a scanner/printer I cannot copy anything, but I can write some of the 
interviews or articles about Dusty...so here goes:-
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------
We'll start off with a piece that appeared in Melody Maker. The interview took place in 
the dressing room of MR SMITHS CLUB in Manchester and was written by Rod Harrod. I 
would guess it would be late 64/early 65? *
It is titled - 'THE HONEST TRUTH ABOUT DUSTY'
*Carole G might know the exact date ??
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ROD - When were you born?
DUSTY - 16th April 1941  (This proves women ALWAYS lie about their age  )

ROD - Where do you live now?
DUSTY - Baker Street London

ROD- Where did you make your first professional appearnce?
DUSTY - I was 17, and it was at the Savoy cinema in Lincoln as a member of The Lana 
Sisters
I fell down a flight of stone steps before we went on! - and I got told off for whistling in 
the dressing room!

ROD - What are your pet aversions?
DUSTY - Mixers - people who spread rumours

ROD - Where is your favourite place?
DUSTY - New York and I suppose London

ROD - What is your favourite food ?
DUSTY - American chocolate cream pie

ROD - Are you as temperamental as you are often made out?
DUSTY - No - I just like to get things right. When a thing could be better I hate to see it 
go by

ROD - Do you play any instruments?
DUSTY - The guitar and SPOONS!...oh also the tambourine

ROD - Do you read music?
DUSTY - No I read chord symbols - I wish I could read music
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ROD - What do your parents call you?
DUSTY - They both call me Mary, but my brother Tom always calls me Dusty!

Brian

Re: Old Dusty interviews
by neonouille

Thanks very much Brian!

Re: Old Dusty interviews
by Brian

This is the list from the 1965 NME (New Musical Express) poll

WORLD FEMALE SINGER
1. DUSTY SPRINGFIELD - 6362
2. BRENDA LEE - 5603
3. SANDIE SHAW - 4007
4. JOAN BAEZ - 2210
5. PETULA CLARK - 1436
6. MARIANNE FAITHFULL - 1398
7. CILLA BLACK - 1265
8. SHIRLEY BASSEY - 1199
9. CHER - 836
10. DIONNE WARWICK - 643
Followed by PEGGY LEE( 362), KATHY KIRBY (317o), JUDITH DURHAM (283), BARBRA 
STREISAND (270), FRANCOISE HARDY (264), CONNIE FRANCIS (247), DORIS DAY (240), ELLA 
FITZGERALD (223), NANCY WILSON (196) and LULU (190)
This was in the day's when it was all solo singers - group members didn't get a look in.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------

BRITISH FEMALE SINGER

1. DUSTY SPRINGFIELD - 7234
2. SANDIE SHAW - 6700
3. MARIANNE FAITHFULL - 2427
4. CILLA BLACK - 2209
5. PETULA CLARK - 2003
6. SHIRLEY BASSEY - 1876
7. LULU - 1000
8. KATHY KIRBY - 823
9. JUDITH DURHAM - 764
10. JACKIE TRENT - 479
11. JULIE ROGERS - 464
12. SUSAN MAUGHAN - 401
13. HELEN SHAPIRO - 322
14. JULIE GRANT - 260
15. BERYL MARSDEN - 156
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These results were quite interesting. It proved Sandie was Dusty's biggest competition at 
the time - both gained huge votes compared to the rest. The 'positions' are different to 
the 'World' section with Lulu appearing to be much more popular in this section, and the 
vote for Beryl Marsden despite her not having any hit records!

Brian

Re: Old Dusty interviews
by Brian

Finally - for today...there were other sections in the NME poll that Dusty did well in ;-

BRITISH VOCAL PERSONALITY
Dusty came in at number 4 behind John Lennon, Cliff Richard and Mick Jagger still the 
top gal!

WORLD MUSICAL PERSONALITY
Dusty was voted into 7th position - behind Elvis, John Lennon, Bob Dylan, Cliff Richard, 
Mick Jagger and Paul McCartney, but above Gene Pitney - I only have the 8 top positions - 

but again Dusty came out top gal 

BEST DISC OF THE YEAR
The top ten was filled with discs by The Beatles, The Rolling Stones and The Who, but 
once again Dusty was the only female act to make it with SOYL placed at number 6 

Finally - BEST DRESSED ARTIST
The list features 24 artists, and incredibly Cliff Richard was 'number one' - but who came 

in at 'number 2' I hear you ask?....none other than our Dusty 
Other girl singers made the list - Marianne, Sandie, Cilla and Lulu but if you added up all 
their votes together - they still wouldn't add up to Dusty's total!...proving she was 'Queen 
of the mods'

Brian

Re: Old Dusty interviews
by wally

Great stuff Brian! Even Dusty led about er age at one stage!!

Re: Old Dusty interviews
by Corinna

Deducting two years can pass as a white lie... 

Brian, I happily volunteer to scan and post if you can part with your scrapbook for a little 
while? Thanks for sharing anyway!

Re: Old Dusty interviews
by karen
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Nice to find these old memories Brian.....thanks for sharing with us... 

Re: Old Dusty interviews
by SweMaria

Thank you very much for this, Brian! 

I would have loved to hear/watch Dusty playing on spoons ! 

Re: Old Dusty interviews
by jeffery

 Well for one thing I was taught that a gentleman never asks a lady her age.
And I also noticed that in that 65 NME poll under the World Female Singer catagory Dusty 
got nearly ten times the votes that Dionne Warwick got. 
Thanks Brian. 

Re: Old Dusty interviews
by st louis blues

I love reading the old interviews. Does anyone have the interview with, and I'm probably 
spelling the name wrong, Marcelle Bernstein?

Re: Old Dusty interviews
by daydreamer

I have it and I've scanned it but I'm not sure how well it will show up on here. First two 
pages are ok, it's the last one that might prove difficult, though they will come up bigger 
if you click on them.
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Re: Old Dusty interviews
by daydreamer

Re: Old Dusty interviews
by daydreamer
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Re: Old Dusty interviews
by st louis blues

Thanks so much for posting this article. I've been looking for this a long time. I hope 

some more of these old articles pop up. 
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