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PBS special Women Who Rock

by st louis blues » Mon Jul 11, 2011 2:37 am 

I"m sorry if this ha already been mentioned, but I was on another forum and read that this fall PBS 
is showing a special concerning women and rock and roll. Unless I overlooked it on the HOF page 
there was no mention of Dusty during the RRHOF exhibit recently concerning women and rock. 
Since this program is an an extension of that I will be mighty angry if she is left out. How could 
they have an exhibit and leave out Dusty, a key member of the HOF? Has anyone here read 
anything about this program?
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Re: PBS special Women Who Rock

by jeffery » Tue Jul 12, 2011 2:05 am 



 Cleveland TV stations are promoting this current theme at the RRHOF, and I'm telling you as a 
native,
"THEY ARE IN DENIAL" ! Who ever the stooges are who have been put in charge DON"T GET 
IT !
I'll just stick my neck on the chopping block, and call it American favoritism (arrogance in the 
front office).
In their minds; they wrote the book. 
I don't know who they are, but I've seen them interviewed on local television, (RRHOF 
authorities) 
and they come across as elitist snobs. Unless someone does something to get them to recognize 
Dusty they will ignore her contribution. They will turn their backs on her, or at least relegate her to 
being a foot note. 
" The man with the child in his eyes ".... Jeffery
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Re: PBS special Women Who Rock

by allherfaces » Tue Jul 12, 2011 5:00 pm 

How are they defining 'rock'? 
x
Bosseh
There's something in my soul that will always lead me back to you.
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Re: PBS special Women Who Rock

by jeffery » Thu Jul 14, 2011 1:49 am 

allherfaces wrote:How are they defining 'rock'? 

EXACTLY ! I'm sure they don't think Dusty figures into any of it.  (but they do)
" The man with the child in his eyes ".... Jeffery
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Re: PBS special Women Who Rock

by krupert » Thu Sep 01, 2011 6:04 pm 

jeffery wrote:[:(!] Cleveland TV stations are promoting this current theme at the 
RRHOF, and I'm telling you as a native,
"THEY ARE IN DENIAL" ! Who ever the stooges are who have been put in charge 
DON"T GET IT !
I'll just stick my neck on the chopping block, and call it American favoritism 
(arrogance in the front office).
In their minds; they wrote the book. 
I don't know who they are, but I've seen them interviewed on local television, 
(RRHOF authorities) 
and they come across as elitist snobs. Unless someone does something to get them to 
recognize Dusty they will ignore her contribution. They will turn their backs on her, 
or at least relegate her to being a foot note. 

As a Fellow Native this Enrages Me !! Just another Reason Cleveland in general is dubbed "The 
Mistake by the Lake"...
NOBODY can take My Music from me....
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Re: PBS special Women Who Rock

by Tommy Stevens » Fri Sep 02, 2011 6:07 pm 

jeffery wrote:[:(!] Cleveland TV stations are promoting this current theme at the 
RRHOF, and I'm telling you as a native,
"THEY ARE IN DENIAL" ! Who ever the stooges are who have been put in charge 
DON"T GET IT !
I'll just stick my neck on the chopping block, and call it American favoritism 
(arrogance in the front office).
In their minds; they wrote the book. 

Well, when it comes to rock and roll, we kind of did.

Granted, that would be a better point if this were actually a rock and roll hall of fame and not a 
"music that sold a lot during the second half of the twentieth century and/or song based music that 
used a lot of guitars" hall of fame.

I'm not sure Dusty really belongs in a rock and roll hall of fame (Basically, I think that for 
something to be called "rock and roll," there should be a direct line of descent from Elvis, Chuck 
Berry and Little Richard), but I can't say she belong in there any less than solo Eric Clapton or 70s 
Pink Floyd.

I'd say that out of all the 60s British girl singers, she probably has the best chance. Marianne 
Faithfull might deserve it as much, but mainly for her later material and I suspect the hall thinks of 
her as Mick Jagger's old girlfriend. (Personally, I think of Mick as Marianne's old boyfriend, but 
anyway...) Lulu and Petula Clark have too much material that paints them as non-rock MOR 
artists. (which might be a problem with Dusty. Singing torch songs in nice gowns isn't exactly 
rock and roll. That might be why Linda Ronstadt isn't in there, too) Much as I like Sandie Shaw, 
she's a minor artist compared to the others, and I'll spare you my Cilla rant this time.
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Re: PBS special Women Who Rock

by jeffery » Fri Sep 02, 2011 9:35 pm 

 Yeh you offer a valid arguement Tommy, and I tend to agree.
I just think Dusty's "place" in the world of music needs to be elevated simply because she was a 
trailblazer.
Her stand against segregated concerts alone should mark her a place.
On Ready, Steady, Go she did not follow the Beatles, she introduced them.
If she had a hand in breaking the Motown sound into England then let's give her that credit.
Wasn't she one of the first female performers to publish and record a song she had written ?
Does the industry still resent that a lovely little woman accomplished these things ?
Personally I think her accomplishments have been pigeon-holed in history.
Why ?  I don't know, but I wish to see that changed.
The RRHOF is what we have to work with, so I guess it should happen there.
" The man with the child in his eyes ".... Jeffery
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Re: PBS special Women Who Rock

by krupert » Sat Sep 03, 2011 4:04 am 



Tommy, you do in fact offer a valid comment about DUSTY Not being "Rock & Roll". (Thought 
about this on my way home from work today).
Ed stated in a post about two weeks ago that the RRHOF might Not be the Proper Place for His 
Treasures Of DUSTY, (I'm starting to understand). SHE IS Certainly in a CLASS of HER 
OWN.....!

I was Born & lived in Pittsburgh, Pa., before I came here to Ohio in 1987, Sorry If I beat up on 
Cleveland, but being from Pittsburgh, folks like Jeffery Will Understand...Go STEELERS....!

Thanks for an objective view on this topic, Ken...
NOBODY can take My Music from me....
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Re: PBS special Women Who Rock

by st louis blues » Mon Sep 05, 2011 4:49 am 

I think it was a bit of a mistake to call it the Rock and Roll HOF. I agree that when that when one 
hears that term you cannot help but to think of people like Elvis, Chuck Berry, etc. It’s kind of an 
archaic term now; you don’t really hear it much anymore. Just what is Rock and Roll or Rock can 
be open for conjecture. I know some people who consider the Beatles a pop band, but the Stones a 
rock band. In many ways by calling it the R&RHOF it makes it easy for snobs to complain about 
Motown, Girl Groups, Top Forty, etc. being included. You would basically be excluding most 
artists not white, male, or guitar bands. However, I do agree she belongs. She fits the criteria. Not 
only did she sell a lot of records, but also she influenced singers of her era as well as many of 
today’s artists.

I think many people, including myself, were not/are not aware of how involved she really was in 
her career. She really was a pioneer. If the true spirit of Rock and Roll is rebellion then Dusty 
more than belongs. As a young woman she fought the establishment in insisting she be allowed a 
say in her career. She took on apartheid, helped to introduce Motown, and made it acceptable for a 
white girl to sing black music. For those so inclined, unfortunately, to romanticize the “Sex, 
Drugs, Rock and Roll” lifestyle, well to some extent she did that, too.

I agree her image may cause the uninformed to dismiss her. Bobby Darin once said people hear 
what they see. Once people saw him without the rug, wearing denim, and playing folk music as 
Bob Darin, they turned on him. His new music was dismissed. It’s ironic that the behive and gown 
image has become so iconic where Dusty is concerned. 



My complaint with the HOF exhibit on women is that she was basically ignored except for a letter 
she sent to Leslie Gore. Loretta Lynn was included, but not Dusty. Why?
As for Ronstadt it has long been thought by her fans that there are some people on the board, Dave 
Marsh in particular, who have lobbied to keep her out. He never liked her. The kindest thing I’ve 
ever read by him about Linda is that she has a great voice and no idea what to do with it. In 
addition, it seems Rolling Stone turned on her after she performed in South Africa.
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