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Ray Connolly article in the DM

M by Beautiful soul » Sat Jun 21, 2014 3:24 am

Just saw this in the always entertaining Daily Mail Online. Not much new here, but always a surprise to see a recent article appear. Even if much of it is a

rehash.




http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2664185/How-Dusty-Springfield-told-sex-secret-ruined-reveals-RAY-CONNOLLY-whos-written-new-film-talented-

tortured-singer.html
Connie

I'm even interested in the Holland Years...
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

@by darren2722 » Sat Jun 21, 2014 8:02 am

Thanks Connie. @zg A couple of new pics to me. E

1 Couldn't Ask For More

darren2722
Someone who cares
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

M by pat.dunham » Sat Jun 21, 2014 8:09 am

Yes, great to see and it's a double- page spread in the paper.
I'd rather see the world the way it used to be.......

..I'm goin' back.

Pat x

pat.dunham
Can I get a witness
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

M by Cardiff Bluesgirl » Sat Jun 21, 2014 9:10 am

well guess the headline... .

even Ray cant resist rehashing his interview just as he is trying to get some interest in his film about her.

yet again all this stuff will I fear regenerate the same old sensationalising of her life rather than her career.

I see he gives "our Maggie" a mention re the ? about her mental health.

her medical records should be private and are of no concern to outsiders including "fans"

I get so fed up with it... she isn't here to deny or support any of this and her real friends don't disclose any of this so why cant people just leave it alone. we

know, so give it a rest.

Dusty made it quite clear in her latter years how much she wanted in the public domain and just because she isn't here doesn't mean that has changed.( my
views.... before the responses from those who love all the gory details of someone elses private life)

maybe someone will actually present her as the singing star she was and not some imagined icon.

"every day I find you're in my heart and on my mind"

"

"she was the very essence of fabness
" its nice to rest for awhile thank you "

Liz

A kel Calleol Byasry
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Someone who cares
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

[ by IWannaBeABluesSinger » Sat Jun 21, 2014 9:48 am

Cardiff Bluesgirl wrote:1 see he gives "our Maggie" a mention re the ? about her mental health.
her medical records should be private and are of no concern to outsiders including "fans"
I get so fed up with it... she isn't here to dg or support any of this and her real friends don't disclose any of this so why cant people just

leave it alone. we know, so give it a rest.

The net result of "leaving it alone" is to allow the false, slanderous, and distorted version of Dusty's life to prevail. I can't,and don't, believe you would
support that.

Refuting the accepted stories as vigorously and completly as possible means new research, and in this case her medical history is central to that endeavour.
Any issue of privacy is moot if the answers lie in her medical files. Her real friends don't talk about it because they didn't know what was going on. Dusty

didn't know either, so she couldn't tell her story.

"We" may know the truth about Dusty, but for the vast majority of people, especially younger generations coming up, she is a blank page. Allowing her false
friends to define her is repugnant - and I am committed to setting the record straight.

And yes - it's exhausting. But most battles worth fighting are exhausting. The least we owe her is not to give up until it's won, precisely because she's not here
to do it for herself.

Maggie
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

M by Cardiff Bluesgirl » Sat Jun 21, 2014 10:00 am

editing my post to suit your view isn't the way to convince me of your intentions Maggie.....

typical journalist....
"every day I find you're in my heart and on my mind"

"she was the very essence of fabness""
" its nice to rest for awhile thank you "
Liz

W fabrd Canlleol Thasry
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

M by dusty nut » Sat Jun 21, 2014 10:21 am

I agree with wanting to keep certain details of her private life just that - private.
I just hope the memories people will cherish will be of her music, personality, beauty

and intelligence. . .;i. .;ﬁ. E"E
Lynn x

Nothing turns the day on, when the world is yawning
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

[ by IWannaBeABluesSinger » Sat Jun 21, 2014 10:29 am

Cardiff Bluesgirl wrote:editing my post to suit your view isn't the way to convince me of your intentions Maggie.....

typical journalist....

I edited it only to focus on the points I was responding to - your original post still exists so everyone can read exactly what you said.

I'd be interested to know what you think my intentions are, if not what I have stated.

Maggie

IWannaBeABluesSinger
I've got a good thing
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

[.by LilCajunGirl » Sun Jun 22,2014 12:04 am

The part I don't like is that Connolly continues to "beat that dead horse" about Dusty being bisexual. So What? BFD! It's a different world today, it's no longer
an issue. I can only imagine his film will be another sensationalisation.

JoAnn
(Lil Cajun Girl)
XX00

"...So I'm packin up my bags, gonna make my getaway..."
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

[lby donellac » Sun Jun 22, 2014 9:46 am
I have some concerns about privacy and patient confidentiality too.
1 don't know how you were able to access Dusty's medical records Maggie.

On the other side, I feel that it is important to understand what happened with Dusty. She did move so swiftly from highly successful to apparently non-
functioning in a very short space of time!

To know that this decline was caused by her illness and not just a result of self indulgence should be revealed, in my opinion. If her illness was misdiagnosed
for so long and she was treated with entirely the wrong medication it is nothing short of criminal!

Although I know very little about bipolar disorder, I can't help wondering why those who were there during the worst phases of her illness and 'loved' her
were not able to help her to find the correct diagnosis.

I believe that the truth, in this case, is much less distressing than the distortions that are currently presented about Dusty.
Donella x

Yesterday when I was young the taste of life was sweet as rain upon my tongue!

donellac
Where am I going?
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

[lby jennifer49 » Sun Jun 22,2014 11:01 am

Well said Donella. The penny is going to drop for a few people who 'were there' after Maggie's revelations, for her to be able to go in and out of lucidness
(can't think of another word) as often as she did must have been the biggest clue, maybe now they will think back and say oh that's why she did this and that's
why she did that. Hindsight is a wonderful thing.

Maggie, please continue with your research, and as the saying goes the truth will owt.

Jennifer

jennifer49
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

m by IWannaBeABluesSinger » Sun Jun 22,2014 11:30 am
donellac wrote:1 have some concerns about privacy and patient confidentiality too.

I don't know how you were able to access Dusty's medical records Maggie.

I didn't - if you are referring to the bipolar diagnosis in 1985 that comes from the first chapter of DWD. As I said later in my post after searching the First
Volume of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Illness (DSM) I concluded that the mis-diagnosis and treatment she received for 17 years related
to her sexuality but, in the absence of her medical files, I can only be 99% sure.

donellac wrote:On the other side, I feel that it is important to understand what happened with Dusty. She did move so swiftly from highly
successful to apparently non-functioning in a very short space of time!

To know that this decline was caused by her illness and not just a result of self indulgence should be revealed, in my opinion. If her
illness was misdiagnosed for so long and she was treated with entirely the wrong medication it is nothing short of criminal!...

...I believe that the truth, in this case is much less distressing than the distortions that are currently presented about Dusty.

You've got it - one down, ten or twelve million to go @

Everything you think you know about how Dusty conducted her life, and why she ended up as she did, is wrong. The books have attributed everything to
personal weakness when the opposite is true. Dusty was in a sinking lifeboat, frantically bailing to save herself, and her illness and the medical profession
would send another wave crashing over her.

Maggie
Last edited by [WannaBeABluesSinger on Sun Jun 22, 2014 7:46 pm, edited 2 times in total.
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I've got a good thing
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

[ by Beautiful soul » Sun Jun 22, 2014 1:52 pm

Quote...
"Although I know very little about bipolar disorder, I can't help wondering why those who were there during the worst phases of her illness and 'loved' her
were not able to help her to find the correct diagnosis."

Forgive me Donella for borrowing this snippet of your post. I do so because it is a very natural and common question that arises in these situations.

I am loathe to discuss what is the most private and painful experience of my early years, but I think I may be able to provide some small amount of insight
here. Beginning in 1976, a member of my family suffered this illness. Maggie's description in her "Dusty Mosaic" thread of bi polar illness and the
"treatment" available at that time is utterly accurate. I would add that lithium use had many side effects including weight gain, insomnia, and others too
undignified to mention here.

To ask how those who "loved" the sufferer weren't able to help is a terrible assumption and completely unfair-- I don't say this to be harsh towards those who
are of that opinion. It's just that unless you've lived thru it, you have no idea of the difficulty or the complexity of this illness-- or the legal restrictions
involved.

Back then, I don't know if it's different now, there were very rigid laws in place that were there to protect the patients rights, to prevent them being wrongly
committed to a hospital or institution. This often made it impossible for the loved ones to acquire help for the patient, both the doctors and even law
inforcement were bound by these laws.



The example I can give is that it is like asking someone with a high school education to land a space shuttle. This illness can become acute with little or no
warning leaving the family completely unprepared to try to understand the changes to the personality, and then to get available medical procedures, the laws
surrounding seeking such care have to be navigated, and then find the financial means to pay for it all. Then the patient themselves who often refuse or are
unable to recognize they need help, and thus resist attempts by others to help.

If nothing else, I hope others come away with a bit more patience and compassion for the families of the patient who are doing the best they can, in the most
heartbreaking of circumstances. Remember too, this illness can change the patient in some of the more virulent cases. The family is grappling with someone
who is often a virtual stranger to the person they knew before the break. I assure you it is terrifying and agonizing to bear.

If the patient was coming to terms with being gay, what Maggie said about doctors zeroing in on this being the source of the illness is also accurate. It is also
a devastating distraction further delaying proper medical care. I would also point out the additional burden of the guilt, shame, embarrassment surrounding
mental illness in general. For the sake of the patient and the family, all this is conducted in private for fear of the judgement by those who do not understand
what it's like.

1 do not intend to weigh in on whether or not this was Dusty's situation, I prefer to leave that to others. I too would want to see some records or a paper trail of
some sort-- but the absence of it doesn't necessarily take away the possibility that this was what Dusty went thru.

I respect those who feel this is an unnecessary intrusion of Dusty's privacy, and yet I can also understand the desire of some who want or need an explanation.
As others have pointed out, the truth often has a way of surfacing eventually.

Thanks to all who have read this very long post, I hope it was helpful. .
Connie

I'm even interested in the Holland Years...

Beautiful soul
I've got a good thing
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

M by donellac » Sun Jun 22, 2014 8:41 pm
Connie, thank you for you post on this topic. It is indeed helpful for me!

I know very little about Bipolar disorder. A friend of mine, some years ago, 'confessed' to me that she had the condition (it was controlled by medication). I
was totally naive on the subject then. The fact is that she was a Consultant Pharmacist but was terrified that her colleagues might discover her secret. Even
doctors it seems are, or were, deeply prejudiced regarding this illness!

You are quite right that I have made assumptions regarding the actions of those who loved Dusty. The problem is not so much that they weren't able to help. It
is that they do not appear, from their own words, to have considered the possibility. They all seem to be of the belief that Dusty set herself on a path of self
destruction purely of her own volition.

T agree I would need to know much much more about the condition to be able to comment sensibly. Where I follow Maggie's line of reasoning is in thinking
that if Dusty was being hospitalised every 10 to 15 days then this was clearly a sign that something was terribly wrong. Surely they should have been asking
more questions and seeking more answers.

Donella x

Yesterday when I was young the taste of life was sweet as rain upon my tongue!

donellac
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

@by LilCajunGirl » Sun Jun 22, 2014 8:58 pm

donellac wrote:Connie, thank you for you post on this topic. It is indeed helpful for me!

I know very little about Bipolar disorder. A friend of mine, some years ago, 'confessed' to me that she had the condition (it was controlled
by medication). I was totally naive on the subject then. The fact is that she was a Consultant Pharmacist but was terrified that her
colleagues might discover her secret. Even doctors it seems are, or were, deeply prejudiced regarding this illness!

You are quite right that I have made assumptions regarding the actions of those who loved Dusty. The problem is not so much that they
weren't able to help. It is that they do not appear, from their own words, to have considered the possibility. They all seem to be of the
belief that Dusty set herself on a path of self destruction purely of her own volition.

I agree I would need to know much much more about the condition to be able to comment sensibly. Where I follow Maggie's line of
reasoning is in thinking that if Dusty was being hospitalised every 10 to 15 days then this was clearly a sign that something was terribly
wrong. Surely they should have been asking more questions and seeking more answers.

Here's what I know about bipolar disorder:

About 9 years ago, when my mother was diagnosed with Alzheimer's Disease, I had to hire a daytime sitter/nurse/companion to be with her while I was at
work. I could not afford to quit my job. I hired a person, and on her first day, she said she wanted me to know that she had the disorder, and that she was
being treated.

1 did not really react at the time, but privately I said to myself, "oh God what have I done? I've hired a mentally ill person to take care of a mentally ill
person!" I did a little research and consulted some social worker/psychologist friends, and the general consensus was that it should be fine, as long as she
continued on her medication. It's when they get off their meds for whatever reason that there's a problem. She stayed on her meds and everything was fine.
She was a great help to my family.

Back when Dusty was suffering with this little was known about the disease, and it carried a stigma. This is probably why it seemed like no one was helping
her, because, really, no one including the doctors really knew what to do. Read up on Patty Duke and her struggle with the disease. That will help people
understand.

JoAnn
(Lil Cajun Girl)
XX00

"...So I'm packin up my bags, gonna make my getaway..."
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

[ by Beautiful soul » Mon Jun 23, 2014 12:05 am



I feel I must say again, I'm not implying that I know what Dusty's difficulties were. My previous post and this one is hopefully to provide some insight into
the realities of trying to help someone back in those days who suffered from this disease. I do not criticize those who are angry at the friends and families,
simply because they cannot know the mental, emotional, and physical toll it takes on a caregiver.

My family knew full well, trust me, the extent of the illness and the crisis it caused on a near daily basis. We knew that it was by mere luck that someone,
including the patient, wasn't hurt or worse. In those days, you couldn't take an adult to a hospital or a facility unless it was with the patients consent. This was
a result of too many lawsuits claiming they were committed without consent. How does one get the consent of a person in crisis in the midst of a psychotic
cycle to agree to being committed even temporarily? They often don't know how Ill they are in that state.

To do this, the caregiver had to contact the doctor in charge of the case, who then must agree and contact a family court judge to allow the patient to be placed
in hospital without consent. Try finding a doctor and a judge on the weekend when this invariably happened. Then there is a limited time frame that a patient
may be kept against their will.

Anti psychotic medications generally take time for the full efficacy to begin to show relief. Often times the time limit would run out, they legally were
required to release the patient ready or not. Once home, they would refuse to continue to take the medicine because "they don't need it". And the cycle would
begin again. The patient will often display intense hostility to the close family members, up to and including physical violence, even while what's being done
is in their best interest. This is exhausting and heroic effort on the part of the family who loves this person. Trust me, most friendships would not survive the
years, and years of this revolving door of lucidity and psychosis. It was a struggle to find effective and affordable medical care and medications. Most meds
in those days were still experimental with unknown long term effects.

If my family member had been diagnosed properly, and early, and the right medications found-- we might still have him with us today. We believe that the
long term side effects of all the drugs which were tried ruined his health and he died young at 44 having suffered along with my family for 25 years. He never
regained his original personality either, even when towards the last few years of his life a medicine was found to at least stabilize him if nothing else.

It simply isn't fair to doubt the caregivers that didn't give up on their friend or family because they didn't know how to seek help or what questions to ask. I
defy anyone who has this land in their lap without warning , with limited resources , with still needing to go to work and manage their own life as well-- to
find the answer any sooner. There were NO answers, certainly not back then, and each case was unique.

Donella, I hope this does help you be a bit more understanding towards the friends and family. Most of the time they did the best they could, what they
thought was right, though the decisions that had to be made on behalf of their loved one frequently broke their hearts to do so.
Connie

I'm even interested in the Holland Years...

Beautiful soul
I've got a good thing
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

m by daydreamer » Mon Jun 23, 2014 6:47 am
Thank you for telling your story Connie, I agree strongly with you about the difficulties and heartbreak that can be caused to family members and friends who
try everything to help someone who wont be helped. I've been there too.

There's a part of you, that's a part of me...

Carole x

daydreamer
Moderator

Posts: 3667
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

[ by Beautiful soul » Mon Jun 23, 2014 7:06 am
Thank you Carole, it was very a difficult decision to share my families experience. But I felt I had something to offer that would dispel some of the concerns

others may have who haven't gone through this . Thank you for your kind words of support! .;i
Connie

I'm even interested in the Holland Years...

Beautiful soul
I've got a good thing
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

[M by donellac » Mon Jun 23,2014 9:11 am
Connie, indeed thank you for sharing with us the difficulties of living with and trying to help a family member who has this terrible condition.

I do trust that your family knew the extent of the illness and the crisis it caused on a near daily basis. Your account of dealing with your relative paints a
picture of deep anguish for you and all other members of your family. You were there and tried to help.

The tragedy is that Dusty was so alone! She did not have a family structure around her that could have even tried to help her.
Donella x

Yesterday when I was young the taste of life was sweet as rain upon my tongue!

donellac
Where am I going?
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M by Beautiful soul » Mon Jun 23, 2014 4:54 pm



Having Dusty's family there may or may not have helped. IF-- there was dysfunctionality in her family history, those things tend to multiply in intensity
believe it or not. With mental illness, the normal control of inhibitions that may prevent one from lashing out or saying things best left unsaid, are not
working. The "dirt under the relationship rug" comes out in force. That is why the patient tends to become violent mainly with family and friends rather than
doctors or staff.

They would not have known what to do anymore than anyone else. It takes a very deep love from a parent to overlook/ forgive the abuse they generally
receive as they try to help. The patient often perceives it as unwanted control the way a child has a tantrum who doesn't get their way. You can't reason or use
logic with someone in a phase of psychosis. Think about it. All the rules are off the chart.

You can well imagine now why someone who is merely a friend would have even less power or ability, especially legally, to be of constructive assistance.
That is IF the friend had any knowledge of mental illness, where to seek help, and help with the legal quagmire of red tape. Who among your current friends
would be able to assist you if, God forbid, this happened to you tomorrow? Are you equipped at this moment to provide assistance to a friend that you knew
was struggling?

I'm asking this hypothetically, not meaning to point a finger at you or anyone else-- just wanting to explain how unlikely the average person would be to help
without some prior knowledge or training. It is a vicious cycle and the term "snake pit" is not an exaggeration.

In my opinion, we need to remember that Dusty was strong and returned to a more normal and healthy way of life-- however that was achieved. I do not
presume to know how it was done, but thankfully, when her life came to it's premature end-- she was surrounded by those who cared for her, and she was

treated with the dignity she deserved. .‘iﬁ-
Connie

I'm even interested in the Holland Years...

Beautiful soul
I've got a good thing
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

@ by dusty nut » Mon Jun 23, 2014 5:02 pm

Thank you for sharing your story here Connie, it must have been very hard to do.

2

Lynn x

Nothing turns the day on, when the world is yawning
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

M by Dottv86 » Mon Jun 23, 2014 11:54 pm

Connie, thank you for sharing your story. I totally agree with the point you have made. It must have been terribly difficult to watch this happen to a friend or
family member and not be able to actually 'do' anything to help. In the case of Dusty, thank goodness she did come through the other side and was able to

'manage’ her illness to enable her to have a more normal and healthy way of life. I am sorry for your loss =&
Georgie x

Dotty86
I've got a good thing
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

[ by Beautiful soul » Tue Jun 24, 2014 12:00 am

Thank you Lynn and Georgie for your support. Georgie, my family and I are grateful he is in a better place and no longer suffering.
Connie

I'm even interested in the Holland Years...

Beautiful soul
I've got a good thing

Posts: 1314
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Location: The Lone Star State




Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

M by darren2722 » Tue Jun 24, 2014 2:07 pm

Thanks for sharing Connie & Carole ' It must be a terrible, helpless situation. .;ﬁ

I Couldn't Ask For More

darren2722
Someone who cares
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

[ by Carole R. » Tue Jun 24, 2014 10:06 pm

Just wanted to mention the Ray Connolly article in the Daily Mail...

I wish I had a pound for the number of times I have seen this so called 'Coming Out' remark.

Ray Connolly has almost based his career on suggesting that he was first person to whom Dusty confessed this 'Dark secret'

For someone who is a music journalist I've seen precious little written by him, which concentrates on Dusty Music.. Oh no... its always,The Confession.

The idea that Ray Connolly is writing the script for a proposed film about Dusty, now fills me with dread .

" Got to get the bums on seats folks!"
They will go for the populist, lowest common denominator solution, and the music will come secondary to some salacious tale about a sad woman who was

consumed by various demons.

Lets just hope and pray that it never sees the light of day. @

Carole R xx

"

"Nothing is forever, always is a dream."

Wasn't born to follow
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

@by donellac » Wed Jun 25,2014 8:14 am

Wholeheartedly agreed Carole! @' @' @'

Donella x

Yesterday when I was young the taste of life was sweet as rain upon my tongue!
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Re: Ray Connolly article in the DM

M by Beautiful soul » Wed Jun 25, 2014 8:52 pm

Thanks Darren.

I agree Carole, I have lost all confidence of anyone producing a movie that the audience will leave the theater feeling excited about Dusty and her music.
They should leave the theater smiling and singing her songs if it could be done right. I absolutely HATE any idea of Dusty or her career being equated with

- S B
negativism or sordidness in any way. She was too grand a lady to ever deserve that. &
Connie

I'm even interested in the Holland Years...

Beautiful soul
I've got a good thing
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