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Moderator
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This article recently featured in Record Collector and | thought (if you can actually read it!) that it might be of interest.

SOUNDS iNCORPORATED

The BBC's Sounds Of The 60s N
is a radio institution that )
continues to go from strength
to strength. Legendary
presenter BRIAN MATTHEW
and producer PHIL

‘THE COLLECTOR' SWERN
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Phil: IF you stuck to just the big hits of the
decade, you'd end up with a show thar sounds like
just abour every TV-advertised mmpiiatiun going,
and you'd find yourself repeating almast the exact
same show every few months. Not that | think
we're being wilfully obscure, we'll gladly play
something like A Whiter Shade OF Pale every

now and then, bur it’s more thar both Brian and
myself are enthusiasts. We're not trying to be
clever, we're just trying ro play some interesting
music and PUL ACPOSS SOME interescing facts.
Brian: Phil chooses the whole ching. 1 may once
in a while SUEEESL Somer hing, but very seldom. It
actually makes the show more fun for me, 'm
always being pleasantly surprised by something

Phil's scheduled.

Is there another radio show like it anywhere in
the world?

Phil: Mo, I don't think so. Most of the

“gold” stations, as they're known, both
here and in the US, are just playing
the big hirs, they're hamstrung
by playlists. | think we've got
the balance right berween the
really familiar songs and the
less celebrated. Today we
played the Tommy Hunt
version of 1 Just Don't

Know What To Do With
Myself, rather than the

[huscy .'ipiingﬂrld recording
thar more people remember,
and thar gave us an opportunity
to follow it with one of Dusty's
more minor hits, I'll Try Anything.

Carole x

"There's a part of you that's a part of me..."

Clive
I'll try anything

Posted - 11/07/2009 : 09:42:52 [G

“There
are a lot of
vinyl junkies out
there, desperately
looking for the same
pressing they've
heard on the
radio.”

Nowhere else in the world is there a radio
nerwork that has the freedom to do this sort of
show.

Radio 2 broadeast a variation on the format,
Sounds Of The 705, but it never seemed to take
off.

Phil: 1 think a 70s show is a
in the past it's only been a half-an-hour show, If

really good idea, bu

it was given a two hour slot, it could really build
up a following, | don’c think it would be quive as
popular as the 60s one, bur there was a lot of
small independent labels thar sprung up during
punk and new wave, lots of stuff that was pretry
good bur never gets heard on the radio now.
Having said thar, it was also the days of the
albums bands and you'd use up a lot of time
playing same really lengthy album tracks!
Brian: It never took off as a radio show as much
as the 60s one did, no, and our
audience seems to be growing all
the time. | mean, it's
ginormaous! It's close o four
million listeners now, and
that's withour factoring
in the overseas audience
whio listen to us via the
interner, | don't say
thiz with malice, but
there is an enormous
switch-off when
Jonathan Ross comes on
after us. We're always
getting mail from peaple
5“:{%"5'“13 wWe C :I'l}‘ on IJ wa
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Wheo are the most popular artists with your
listeners, the most requested?

Brian: Billy Fury has long been top of the list -
not thar we've ever done auy!hing as formal as
compile a list.

Phil: He's certainly the clear favourite, followed
by probably Dusty Springfield. Elvis always
makes a showing, bur that's 1o be expecred, |
gl.lf"\.

Has the show influenced record labels when
they come to choose what archive material
they revive! Both Billy Fury and Dusty have
had compilations of their BBC sessions issued
recently.
Phil: T don't know about archive BBC session
material, because it's not something we tend to
play much of, but certainly there are grearest
hits compilarions our there which may have
been rriggered by the demand For the anists on
our show. It's when we play something a lirtle
more abscure on vinyl thar the can of worms
truly gets opened. Listeners are always asking us
how they can get hold of ir, but it's most
Ln.u.l]!y' Mrﬂl!.'lhil'l!" from my awn collection
thar's long been deleted and almost impassible
for anyone to go out and buy themselves

There are a lot of vinyl junkies out there, |
have 1o deal with as many as 300 emails a week
from people desperately looking for the very
same pressing they've heard on the radio,
Maybe we should direct them all to your
magazine! ©

Sounds Of The 605 is on Radia 2,
Saturdays at 8am

thanks Carole, really interesting article and interview.

Delighted Dusty is so high profile.
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Wasn't born to follow

Posted - 11/07/2009 : 10:50:39 [

Brian Matthew must be one of the greatest radio voices.
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‘Something in your eyes’
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Posted - 11/07/2009 : 14:19:22 [G
Bluesgirl

Thank you for this Carole, If | tilt my screen | can just about read it allle

B

I'll try anything

yes thanks for that | struggled with my eyes but managed it all. I liked the Dusty bit and | know the Billy Fury fans on
here will like hearing how popular he is. my sister loves him and Elvis.

N Gl Called Busiy

liz.
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Wasn't born to follow

Biposted - 11/07/2009 : 18:19:00 F3 Fy

"every day | find you're in my heart and on my mind"

b 8 8- 88§

Fabulous - what a treat! Thank you, Carole :)

will
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\ "..a voice on the travelling wind and a glimpse of a face at morning.."

Gallery: www.askyofhoney.com
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trekO07 Posted - 11/07/2009 : 19:31:49 [
I'll try anything

Nice one, from a Dusty and Billy fan!

Trek.
often called Carole.
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humboldt B posted - 11/07/2009 : 20:37:25 [F3 Ry
I'll try anything

Thanks Carole. @
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