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I know you're all busy poring over The Daily Mail, but those of us
intellectuals who take The Observer on Sundays were treated to its music
magazine being dedicated to gay things. Not surprisingly, our Dust was
right in there, in three separate places. One was in Neil Tennant's
'Soundtrack of My Life' feature - what a nice fellow he is, maybe HE should
have been collecting the HoF award. But enough about that. The second
was in The Ten: Gay lcons. Number one was La Garland, and two was
Stevie Nicks, but Dusty was third, beating Madonna into fourth place!!l
Third was in the Twenty Most Fabulous Gay Moments in Pop, where David
McAlmont wrote about her.

| scanned them in and hope you can read them:

dustyspringfield.info/.../topic.asp?AR... 1/29



2010-07-28

The Archives of Let's Talk Dusty! -

SOUNDTRACK OF MY LIFE —
NEIL TENNANT

He heard his first pop kit at eight, had his first kiss at nine and used

the pay from being a film extra to buy his first album. The Pel Shop
s.’wmh:s nwmmuuﬂl WIH Hodglcinson. Portrait by Perou

(il

g

THEFIRST 50NG THAT MADE ME NOTICE POP MUSIC

TELSTAR THE TORMADOS (1962)

1t was the first pop record | was really aware of, | was eight, and | couldn't wark out what this

strange electronic sound in it was, but | knew it was the future. It came out at the beginning
of the space age and it was a complete break with what had gone before: studio-created music that could
nedt be played live, which was fascinating for me. And then of course there is the story of the record's pro-
ducer Joe Meek: killing his landlady and then himself. [See Joe Meek feature, page 66.)

[frE THEFIRST ALBUM I BOUGHT
THE WHITE ALBUM THE BEATLES (1968)
| = | In 1968, scenes from the film Women In Love were shot in my home town of Newcastle. |
got to be Urchin $ix in a few of them, for which | got paid the huge sum of £3 a day. That
allowed me to buy The Beatles double album for £4. What I really love about it are the sophisticated McCa-
riney ballads: ‘| Will' and ‘Mother Nature's Son' are just gorgeous, full of blissful major seventh cherds,
I learned to play guitar by studying Beatles' songbooks, and that led to a musical | wrote when [ was nine
called The Gid Who Pulled Tails. Looking back, | suppose that title was rather Freudian.

WHEMN THE PET SHOP BOYS MET DUSTY SPRINGFIELD
I CLOSE MY EYES AND COUNT TO TEN DUSTY SPRINGFIELD (1968}

b 1 fell in Jove with Dusty’s veice when | first heard it, aged 10, and | particularly like this song
| because it uses the quict/loud style that was later taken wp by Nirvana - it starts as a tender
piEf.‘e that builds up into semething grandiose — and it has an incredible piano sound. And working with

Dhusty is one of the things ofwhich 1'm most proud. When Chris Lowe and 1 met her she had hit rock
bottorm: she was living in a pay-per-day motel in West Hollywoed and cutting herself. But Neiland [, who
bonded aver our love of the alburm Duusty I Memplis, were just going: It's Dusty! T can't believe it

'WHENIMET CHRIS LOWE

BEDSITTER SCOFT CELL (1981)

We were both living in bedsits in London and this song described our lives at the time. 1 was

working at a book publishers and we were totally outside of everything: we hardly knew any-
one, and we would go clubbing to Camden Palace just to look at people from the side of the dancefloor,
which is a much better place to be than in the VIP area sipping champagne. The carly singles by Soft Cell
sumupa time in London when clubbing was coeative and music was dominated by art students - a great
period, in other words,

WHEMN | WORKED AT SMASHHITS

PLANET ROCK AFRIKA BAMBAATAA (1282)

The Smash Hits days were the days of free necords, so | would lsten to songs that | normally

e wouldn't encounter. This was ene of them. | liked its energy, and its simplicity, and the fact

that it was in thrall to Kraftwerk. Then [ went to New York for the first time, and was picked up from the
airport by Mike Rutherford of Genesls, whom | was there to interview. The car went through the mid-
o tunnel, and just as we hit the toll station ‘Planet Rock’ came on the radio, and | was sick with excite-
ment, New York was scary back then, and you heard "Planet Bock’ everywhere you went, It was wonderful,

DUSTY SPRINGFIELD MADONNA
Blessed withgreat artistry, she never let her les- There's a dark force at work here - she subverts

biansmgetinthe wayof it. Becauseshewasr'topen  everything for her own gain. | went to see her Landon
about it, she gave herselftheright toenjoy being ales-  showand it was all sodour and humaurless. She sur-
bianin private. [tdidn't diminish her, Intheend, cancer  passes even Joan Crawfordin terms of megalomania,

claimed her; there's an icanic price for an iconic life. Which makes her akind of dark gay icon initself,
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£ THE SOUL DIVA

Dot MeAlmoni pays homeage o 'Queen Beehive”

When Queen Victoria's government
tried to legislate against lesbian-

| ism, the Queen thought the idea

| ridiculous as she didn't believe such

| athing could possibly exist, Itseems
that Dusty Springfield was one of
these non-eastents. She won four
NME awards during her own Sixties
reign, and her sexuality was obvious

| tothe gay crowd. I don't know that it
matters in the face of such awesome
music but for those who believed
that she might be, those who thought
it obwious or those who were simi-
larly inclined, it must have meant
the earth when she let her sexuality
slip to Evening Standard journal-
ist Ray Connolly in 1970 (‘A lotof
people say 1'm bent, and I've heard
itso many times that I've
almost learned to accept
it,' shesaid. 'l know I'm
perfectly as capable of
being swayed by a girl as
by a boy').

Personally, I love the

album Dusty in Memphis
— for its sexual frankness,
the production values and
the affected coquettish- b
ness of Dusty's vocal W
performances. | also
love “You Don't Owm
Me' and You Don't

Have to Say You Love Me', Once
heard never forgotten.
Nonetheless, my unassail-
able favourite song is  What Have I
Done to Deserve This?', which she
recorded with the Pet Shop Boys in
1987, Lremember exactly where |
was, what time of day it was and what
['waswearing the first time [ heard
it: WHSmith in the Whitgift Centre
in Croydon, buying a copy of Smash
Hiss. 1 srill experience a palpable
thrill whenever [ hear the introwith
those stabs of stately, classy brass,
ushering in Neil Tennant's laconic,
pop-on-a- smoking-jacket drawl. He
then steps aside for Queen Beehive
to produce a profound interpretation
of Allee Willis's sugary chorus. The
song reached number twoin the
charts in Britain and America
ot and while Dusty owned the
Sixties, here she was with us
again before we finally lost
her. I salute the Pet Shop Boys
for remembering how much
wieall loved Dusty when so many
ofus had forgotten.
David MeAlmond is part
of McAlmontand Butler
with Bernard Butler.
;. Their most recent
{0 relenseisthesingle
L/ N s

(|
i
- A |

Love

ANNIMAC

B posted - 13/11/2006 : 03:34:12

B A

Thanks for these Annimac© Were they all in the one newspaper?

Clare xoxo

"I'm not Mama's little baby no more..."

B rosted - 13/11/2006 : 03:39:20 B 4 W

Wow thanks for posting these annimac. Very cool indeed! &

X

[ posted - 13/11/2006 : 03:50:02 @

Hello All

Yes, Clare, they were all in the one music mag which the Observer brings

out monthly. Great, eh?

Love

dustyspringfield.info/.../topic.asp?AR...
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B Posted - 13/11/2006 : 06:31:10 By [FY

Well...

Neil Tennant may have produced her, but was grossly misinformed about Dusty's life.
She was living in a typical West Hollywood apartment, on Laurel, a street where
Carole Pope lives today....there are no motels on Laurel. It is simply at the bottom of the
hill from Laurel Canyon - which is a famously upscale enclave of artists, filmmakers,
and otherwise successful folks.

The same general area that Dusty lived in, back in the 70's.

[Camden Town is similar to it]

Irealise that Vicki Wickham believes this is inches from skid row, but skid row is, in
fact, downtown...where the homeless, live on the street. The only skid row Dusty was
near exists between VW's ears.

She was no longer cutting herself.

She was sober, and living quietly - long before he came along.

The only thing the PSB's did was put some $$ in her pocket and offer her a way back
to the charts - where she had been many many many times before - without them.

I'swear to god!

She could have come back to the charts with any number of other artists. They got
lucky. She agreed to do it cos they carried the single, as their song. She was very tired
of the music business. Most people who have long careers, get burnt out. Doesn't
matter what you do for a living.....

I'think French & Saunders ought to do a skit....you know...they could play these pop
stars who write pop songs that don't quite make sense but rescue old pop stars....I
mean, just think what they could do for GARY GLITTER...MICHAEL
JACKSON....and...other washed up scandal ridden tired old pop stars...I know I
Really darlings!!!

Anyway, If you come across any basketcase pop stars....preferrably on skid
row....smoking crack....PLEASE.. send them to Neil and Chris...ASAP...swear to god,
they'll write them a song and EVERYTHING will be cured!!

Oh yeah, (snaps fingers) just like that!

Thanks for the laugh!

Cheers

Birdie

http://www.myspace.convbirdiebreeze

Edited by - Birdie Breeze on 13/11/2006 07:39:31

B Posted - 13/11/2006 : 06:52:44 [y

Thanks for posting the magazine articles Anni, much appreciated.

Love

R@B
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B Posted - 13/11/2006 : 07:56:33 [

Thanks Anni, | also got the Observer but couldn't get to the computer last
night and you stay up later than me® I'm going to give Neil Tennant the

benefit of being misquoted there, there's not a lot of difference in saying
"she had been" and "she was". Anyone who ever listens to him talk about
Dusty can hear the affection he has for her and I'll never forget the night
he 'duetted' with Dusty on stage, him singing live and her on the big
screen. He blew her a kiss at the end and the thousands in the Arena
were on their feet and raising the roof, a lot in tears. Like Dusty, I'll
always be "eternally grateful” that they wanted her for WHIDTDT and
brought her back to us.

Btw, the Top 10 Gay Icons were chosen by Rufus Wainwright.

Carole x

E

B Posted - 13/11/2006 : 08:12:37 [

Well, it certainly wouldn’t be the first time that journalists have misquoted
somebody in order to sensationalise a story. In fact, I'm sure it’'s a way of
working with the vast majority of them, particularly those covering the
“entertainment business. | sure ain’t in that line of work but a couple of
months ago | spoke to a local journalist in connection with my job. Some
of what appeared in the paper was close to what | said but some of it was
complete fabrication, designed to alarm readers. | can only say that
whenever I've heard Neil Tennant speak of Dusty, which is quite a few
times, it has been with nothing other than affection and total admiration.

R@B

B
Bposted - 13/11/2006 : 09:10:57 By Fy K
Thanks honey! They are so interesting - | wish we had cool things that
mention Dusty lots over here!!
Love,
Mads xxx
B

[ posted - 13/11/2006 : 19:30:27 {%

Hello All

Agree with all of you supporting Neil Tennant, he also spoke movingly at
the funeral, as | recall. Whether he was misquoted or not, his information
very probably came from Dusty herself, since they spent rather a lot of
time together recording WHIDTDT and the album. | doubt very much that
it came from DWD, since his experience with her predates that by several
years.

Anyway, thanks for reminding me of the Arena gig, Carole (and for saying
that Rufus chose the icons, | forgot to mention that bit!).

Love

ANNIMAC

B posted - 13/11/2006 : 19:56:18 [ [Fh

Here's another take on Dusty doing WHIDTDT

http:/ /www.alleewillis.com/music/whidtdt/index.htm
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Everyone seems to have different stories, but, Allee's story rings particulary true. Other
stories, I can trace to how they got started or why...and they are just stories...

Around the time Dusty recorded WHIDTDT and did the video - and - after it was
released, she was living on Laurel.

She was never going to end up on skid row.

She was very active in AA and in between apartments, she stayed with friends or her
AA sponsors. She had a very dedicated long term support system. She could have
spent short spells in a motel between going to and fro from the UK and various
apartments. I've done that..when you come back into town and need to find a new
place...

and she was going back and forth from the UK...stringfellow period, etc...during that
period.

Anyway, Neil doesn't give the exact date nor does he clarify the situation, so, it's
rather bent info. The point being to prop up his ego, I guess. pity. You'd think with all
the money he made off her, he wouldn't have to stoop so low. Of course, he could just
be repeating something VW told him. Most likely the case. Poor lad.

The big big big problem she faced was that the biz was changing from albums to CD's
and she only had ONE CD out "Love Songs" and all her records were out-of-print...but
her whole catalogue was destined to eventually come out on CD - it was just a matter
of time. No doubts there.

Anyway...there was a mid-eighties period for a lot of artists from the

60's, who had an out-of-print catalogue and they were waiting for CD's to be issued...it
took a number of years for the transition to occur.

It wasn't that she was forgotten or anything....

It had more to do with the state of the industry than anything.

And, she needed some serious time off to get her life together, which she worked very
very very hard at - and, which makes any claims that she was saved by a pop single,
apart from being utterly ridiculous, completely insulting to her memory...

The main reason she turned them down is she was very active in her personal
recovery process and becoming a big star was too much pressure and stress for her -
and - her priorities were on getting better.

She put herself first, by saying no. GOOD ON HER.

She finally agreed when she realised she wouldn't have to carry the single herself, that
the boys would be responsible for it, and she didn't have to go out there alone and

shoulder everything.

Anyway, I do hope you enjoy the link to Allee's WHIDTDT page.

Birdie

http://www.myspace.conv/birdiebreeze

Mark B Posted - 13/11/2006 : 19:58:36 [
I've got a good thing

Thank you for posting Anni, very interesting...... would be there be any
possibility of the 'Joe Meek' feature being posted please?

As well as being the man behind The Tornados (I love their instrumentals)
he also produced John Leyton (Johnny remember me) and The
Honeycombs (Have | the right)

Thanks

United Kingdom Mark

5309 Posts I%
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Jane B Posted - 13/11/2006 : 20:44:03 [
Little by little

Thanks for posting the articles Anni - you've sparked quite an interesting

gggiff);isngdf’m discussion. Also, thanks to Birdie for her equally interesting ‘insights'. The
more anybody starts looking into the 'truth' or otherwise of any situation,
the more confusing things become for us mere mortals. Sometimes I'm sure
there is an intentional distorting of the truth. Sometimes | reckon there is
a genuine case of chinese whispers where people think they are relaying
the same message but by the time it gets to the end of the line there is
an unrecognisable ‘truth' from that which started off!

Whatever the situation re Neil Tennant I'm not sure anybody felt that the
PSB's had saved Dusty. As a fan | echo what Carole has said about the
recording of WHIDTDT as bringing her back to us as a singing artist. |
certainly got the impression from many of Dusty's interviews around the
time of the release of 'A Very Fine Love' that there had been a period
when she needed to get her life back together and she questioned
whether she ever wanted to make another record. It never entered my
head that she was 'saved' in any way by the linking up with the Pet Shop
Boys, more that it was a conscious decision on her part to do it.

It is also interesting the timeframe that Allee Willis mentions in respect of
negotiating with Dusty over whether she would be involved with WHIDTDT
or not - a couple of years was mentioned. Is it any wonder that we are
confused - | have it on VHS in two or three interviews where Dusty refers
to a very quick decision being made....nothing like the timeframe
suggested by Allee. So, was Dusty lying in the interview or simply
mistaken? Possibly she thought the finer detail would be an irrelevance and
wouldn't add much to the overall impact of the interviews? Was Allee lying
or simply mistaken? And so it goes on. Very often people say things in the
context in which they find themselves, with no real intent to mislead or be
malicious. This is not to suggest that some people may have had ulterior
motives along the way and lied outright. As | say, it is all so very
interesting...

Janie xx

Edited by - Jane on 13/11/2006 20:49:44

Birdie Breeze Bposted - 13/11/2006 : 21:22:05 % [y
Little by little

This came through one of the music mailing lists I'm on....

USA
248 Posts

Adam is one of the sharpest posters on it - and - it's a list full of super bright
folks in music.

outside opinions are good to hear.

1"ve never been a huge fan of this little insert to my Sunday
papers: 1 feel

it embodies everything that®"s wrong with music criticism in
its glibness and

short-term memory. This month they produced a special "Gay
Issue™. 1"m not

happy with the ghetto-isation to begin with (what next? A
Jewish issue?), but

inside they seem to equate "gay" with either "glam"™ or "camp".
All the usual

suspects: Joe Meek, Brian Epstein, Elton & Jake Shears (the
latter two in

conversation)and KD Lang gets a nod, but I thought it was a
typically bone-

headed, wasted opportunity. I know, as a straight man I"ve
little right to

cavil, but I was kind of hoping that it would be of a little
wider scope than

it turned out. Indigo Girls? Janis lan? Nope, no mention. A
very Brit-

centric view also saw Melissa Ferrick, Ferron, Phranc and Ani
DiFranco also

being ignored. When 1 was a student at NYU, the budding
lesbians around me

dustyspringfield.info/.../topic.asp?AR... 7/29
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listened fervently to Cris Williamson and Holly Near, but
they"d need a higher
profile to make it into this article. That or a journalist who
actually knew
what they were talking about and wanted to write a serious
article.

Any other UK ectos read this? Am I being totally unreasonable?
Partly
unreasonable?

Adam K.

http://www.myspace.convbirdiebreeze

B Posted - 13/11/2006 : 21:45:39 [
Even the Queen reads the Observer!@yss
Mark

B Posted - 13/11/2006 : 23:16:50 [

oh i meant to buy that, but didn't get chance to.. so thanks for scanning
it in, Annimac @

Edited by - Sophie on 13/11/2006 23:17:23

Eiy

[ Posted - 14/11/2006 : 02:32:51 @ [%

| appreciate you scanning and posting the articles, Anni, and | appreciate
that the Pet Shop Boys included Dusty in What Have I, What Have I, What
Have | Done to Deserve This. Great song & | think a lot of people relate to
it.

"Yesterday's gone. Love lead me on."
~Roll Away

[B Posted - 14/11/2006 : 02:43:28 @

Hello All

In response to Mark's request, I've scanned the Joe Meek stuff, which is
very interesting, or it was to me, who'd forgotten most of the story.

Birdie, |1 wasn't implying any judgment of the magazine's content by

dustyspringfield.info/.../topic.asp?AR... 8/29
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posting the above, merely thought it would be of interest to Dusty fans.
As it happens, your friend Adam makes many valid points, and I'm sure
many of us are unhappy about how gay people are (still) represented. |
can also remember all my dyke friends back in the seventies listening to
Holly Near, they made me listen to her as well, and what a dreary singer
she was.

Anyway, Mark, the Meek article is quite long, so I'll post it a page at a
time (it'll be in very small writing, so better get your specs on).

Love

ANNIMAC

EEK BY

NAME. WiLD
BY NATURE

The extraordinary producer Joe Meek recorded British pop’s first out
arriel ot gy classic, and within six months had shot himself dead.
Jon Sovage traces the impact of sexuality on Meel:'s fife in the Stxties
wrhen persecition and criminal prosecuiion were very real treals

thsear Buat et mocond with oo Mook, Bogin:
kg with the sownd of waves and seagulls,
*Is That a Ship | Hear? bore all it producer’s hall.
naarkor thee boot-ssamprg drums, the extrater ves:
rial kiybaard cound, snd fierce, ferve compres:
whom, Like s prodecesot, “Pop-Art Goes Morart’,
it was comstructed around & gimmick Meek
hoged thur the Eile and the spean elfores weild
comniiie the D3 on tbe pivate sations - Radio
Camiine, Radio London, Radio Cety et al = to puz
s mew pecand an ey potation, Just when the
pirates’ infleence on the Eritish charss was at it
eight, i sevrmed like a pood anghe.
Hirwever, this was red the Tomados” time. On
12 August, Rrvolver was om its flrst week dn the
Heitish rocond shops. Bonde on Blond was ined
o the same day as "I That a Ship | Hear™. While
the Dylan album por deeaied track by track risn-
dewrn in the British myusic press, the Tornados
pot short shraft: "2 whistbeable linde melody of
promise’; ‘good of s kind and doubtless 3 hit
three years ago, but not for foday’s market”. It
haad b Do aboww (a1l sbnce “Tielstsd”, priimbees

nn 1E Augast, %66, the Tornados rebeased

annimac [B posted - 14/11/2006 : 02:45:06
Little by little

one in the UK for five weels in autuma 1962 the
proup hudn't bad a hit since Lite 1963 arad there
were nots: of the original members keft,

et whale 'l That a Skip | Hear™ was a shame-
less atiempt 1o ride the ploate wave, the lip was
searseehing quite different. "Do Mou Come Hete
Cfen? begims as a flosimcy organdrenched iy
merits] and st thay way for sver run manses, By
thatntime, st peeple — had they oven bothered 1o
even turn the revond over = would have switches
ol Had they remuined they wiuld have heard two
sibilant, obvigsisly homeosenial vices bitching,
wirll, jund like two guecns will

The scenaariois the peilet ima London gay chils,
oty thee Apeciloor Le Duc e, The orgas
pusnpring sway. bit that's only backgroan
sound dims and the bar strosphen: oot

P yna come here often?

“Craly when the pirate ship go ol Uair,

M o’ ]

“Well. | soe pyjanma siyled shirts e in, then.

“Well, pypermuas ase OUT, a6 fa a5 ' concemed
aryway W

E4

Here's the second page:
United Kingdom

105 PAni~
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B posted - 14/11/2006 :

mihe made To You Come Here Often,

HEY JOE
THE SIXTIES' SPAGE CADET

Sinee his dieath, o Meckisrepatationasa
phonmer of e e agn pop and an etosiic
Englis Phil Specter has grown apace. But i
b el Shrties the resord industry hardly
vy s Lo ke of heman whamade
aneries el ta fram his home shudla ot 304
Hollysay Road n nerth Lensken,

fizrmn FT i e Pttt ol Diein, e
develaped an ety oheosslon with gade-
el which be nortuned while workisg for
the hidiands Fleetririty Baard aned which
Beisrial Bull Fisn wilien e stairtod Lo maks
Feaancs in P, The beat-knamncf theds
- bahn Liryten's ‘lshney Remceber M, the
Tornados Tiletar' - sounded Hes notiing slse
and, far shead of Geange Mactin, Mack used
the atadks 54 o o revrasl, Lakin g assing
desks apart, paying Rpes baciowands and
acding wahey of sol-fibapired ellecks. The
Laed thatic bk gt pirple plrpad B tarin
i bbw ez ) s obeers sang on The 2aird
onlyaddziathe fun,

Soornad by the maisatresm, Mesi
Lo d bbsown kbl 50 b enmming anindis
wonces i yeb anaihar fakd Wermbers of
Muopk's housa bancs became huge sfara
dernde later - Rechie Blckmone, whe plyed
the guar oo o Hinss T Liks Bdd’,
weprik & 1 e O e Pl shorgwith the
Syniets’ Ao G bover, whoss guilainl,
SiwvnHerees, joined Ve

02:45:36 [

ik, Lo b an
facr-of the straightworkd 222 Had
Hioweves, that ko " menimis, e benaking

D Yiows e Haere
nary achl e s e
i

ot wlewpelal, ju
woid that seemmed tn briefly apenoad ¥
Incierd and barmd

Siwe e eaely Sovties, there had bevn a srckle
of prodocts simed af & mrket gt wad so oll-»

Er

And the third:
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~ If anybody is keen to have the Meek article and can't easily read the
above, I'll be happy to send it to them.
Love
ANNIMAC
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I suspect that gay women might have put Dusty in the frame as well, but
‘gay' means 'men’.

10:42:54 @ %

Sorry to keep on posting on this thread, but I'd like to make another
comment on Birdie's post above. Her friend Adam made some extremely

sound points, one which he didn't make was that all the 'gay’ decisions in
this magazine were made by gay men, there was not a single gay woman

195 Posts
consulted.
isn't it interesting that
Love
ANNIMAC
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One dimensional reporting, in the same way George Michael doesn't speak
for me when he describes gay culture.

T X

Edited by - Tim on 14/11/2006 14:07:44

B Posted - 14/11/2006 : 13:59:46 [ [Fh

I've just been reading a scholarly article on Dusty that makes a similar
point!

"Yesterday's gone. Love lead me on."
~Roll Away

[ posted - 14/11/2006 : 14:22:22 @

i saw this magazine in the Kings Cross library! @ .

Eiy

B Posted - 14/11/2006 : 17:17:25 [

Thank you posting Anni, I'm very grateful@ ..... It's a fascinating article, |

know much more now than | knew before, I've always been a fan of Joe
Meeks productions, the sound was so different!.

Joe's major group the Tornados had one of the very first purpose made
pop videos in '63 with the instrumental 'Robot’ which is posted on the
‘other videos' thread.

It's a tragedy Joe was so tormented, it was a much more narrow-minded
World back then in some respects, the gun he used to kill himself and his
poor landlady was owned by his protegee Heinz (Just like Eddie) Burt, so
that was the end of his career as well, poor Heinz died of motor-neurone
disease in 2000.

Fans of Heinz then organised a tribute concert to raise funds for his
German born Mother, and a road on a new industrial estate in the town of
Eastleigh near the Port of Southampton was named after him...'"Heinz Burt
Close'.

Mark

Edited by - Mark on 14/11/2006 17:22:32

B Posted - 14/11/2006 : 19:35:35 [

Oh my. Teda

B Posted - 14/11/2006 : 19:56:09 [

Anni is right ...the whole picks things is very stereotypical as usual..all the
"gay" selections by a man for men ..and Tim also..the stereotypical gay
male selection.

thanks for posting

paula x
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Originally posted by annimac

Hello All

Sorry to keep on posting on this thread, but I'd like to make another
comment on Birdie's post above. Her friend Adam made some extremely
sound points, one which he didn't make was that all the 'gay’ decisions in
this magazine were made by gay men, there was not a single gay woman
consulted.

| suspect that gay women might have put Dusty in the frame as well, but
isn't it interesting that 'gay’ means 'men’.

Love

ANNIMAC

Birdie Breeze B posted - 14/11/2006 : 20:29:22 [ [Fy
Little by little

[quote]Originally posted by annimac

USA
248 Posts

Hello All

Birdie, |1 wasn't implying any judgment of the magazine's content by
posting the above, merely thought it would be of interest to Dusty fans.

Oh, I know, and I think everything ought to get posted! I thought you were being
rather tongue in cheek

As it happens, your friend Adam makes many valid points, and I'm sure
many of us are unhappy about how gay people are (still) represented. |
can also remember all my dyke friends back in the seventies listening to
Holly Near, they made me listen to her as well, and what a dreary singer
she was.

Margie Adam, (Dusty covered one of her songs), back in the day, ran around with
Holly Near, Cris Williamson, et al... So, Dusty had contact and was aware of that
whole crowd.

An interesting point, on the Gay theme, is that while Dusty has/had many gay male
fans --she wasn't a fag hag. I mean that, she didn't hang out with the boys. VW, does.
Bette Midler, being straight, did/does. Dusty, in her own life, preferred the company of
women, and was very aware of how gay men - especially back pre-AIDS, were very
into gossip and partying. Neither were a good combination for her. Obviously, they
still aren't!

The curious thing is that the very same gossipy gay male sewing circle we are seeing
with VW, Elton, Neil Tennant - Jane made a great point about the Chinese Whispers -
is that Dusty REALLY wasn'tinto that sort of thing, and, she's still looking down on it
from somewhere. Just because she is dead, doesn't mean she didn't leave behind a
collective memory of how she felt - whether it was in the song or otherwise impressed
upon friends or fans. No jive.

I think what is going on with alot of this is we've got a very few rich bored pop stars
suffering low self esteem, that have a need to talk trash about someone who was more
talented than they are - so, they can feel better.

Worse, they live isolated lives, whisper amoung themselves and then....are in this fish
bowl.

On the otherhand, Simon, Pat, Douggie to name a few, clearly don't not suffer self
esteem issues....and certainly, not in relation to Dusty.

Dusty's friends don't talk to Neil Tennant or Elton John. Whatever dirt they are
spewing is from VW.

You'd think with all the money and time on their hands, they could be doing
something abit more positive...

Anyway, outside of this little sewing circle are a great many friends and fans of Dusty,
including many many artists....

And....they very clearly are not involved with VW, Neil, Elton....and...that little fish
dustyspringfield.info/.../topic.asp?AR... 15/29
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bowl.

So, all in all, they represent a wee little picture, and are isolated in their own little
world.

It's a bit like this Music insert. It's very narrow minded and from a very specific point
of view.

Unfortunetly, when you deal with gay issues - the self esteem problems can become
apparent, and the whole ghettoization of things, just makes it more noticable.

Dusty, to her great credit, was never happy about all these issues.

She also grew weary of the PSB's and that whole gay scene, as quite frankly, it wasn't
her thang. She was a mature gay woman and the whole a rent-a-diva bit was an act,
which she did for her fans - not herself - entirely.

Side one of Reputation were songs she selected, as were most of the ones on AVFL.
But, side two of Reputation - were all songs she sang cos the PSB's wanted her
to...and...they were producing her, so, she did. They aren't the ones from her heart or
that reflected her life story.

So, while she participated in gay male culture, it was really more of a thank you to the
fans than a reflection of where she was atas a person or musically.

She wanted to go do a album in Nashville, for AGES...as a follow up to DIM.
Nancy -it's all great fodder for a paper.

Birdie

http://www.myspace.convbirdiebreeze

Edited by - Birdie Breeze on 14/11/2006 21:05:48

Er

B posted - 14/11/2006 : 20:46:49 By [FY

Whatever the validity of the points being made here and there are some
very good ones - can | just remind everyone.......

We do not tolerate personal attacks on people by others and this is clearly
stated in the rules. That includes making attacks against people ouside of
here whose actions we may not approve of. By all means express your
approval/disapproval of people, just be moderate with your language so
that we won't be put in the position of having to edit your posts.

That includes slang terms for gay people that are usually used in a
derogatory fashion.

Can | just quote your words, Birdie: Mutual tolerance is the price of
liberty..

Thanks & play on!

Tim

Edited by - Tim on 14/11/2006 21:25:06

B Posted - 14/11/2006 : 21:11:06 [

"Fag Hag"???

Excuse me but | have many, many gay male friends and | am a gay
woman... isn't that term is just a tad pejorative?

Ro
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Edited by - Gypsy Rose Lee on 14/11/2006 21:11:37

Er

B posted - 14/11/2006 : 22:14:18 By [FY

It's mostly a 60's & 70's term. Massively popular in the gay community. I didn't make it
up, but, it does conjure the "lets sit around the bar and DISH people" school of social
discourse, which gay men were FAMOUS for, often with a straight girl following them
around. ...out at the clubs. Which was my point. What does Websters say about it?

I'm gay and I grew up around THE boys who were involved with JUDY GARLAND as
well, as BETTE MIDLER'S early inner circle. I spent my teen - through early 20's with
them. They were like my uncles....I stayed with them on trips to the big city, they
showed me everything, told me everything...and, followed and cheered me on...every
place I worked.

I'had a BRILLIANT group of mentors/supporters.

They were incrediably nurturing and taught me lots and lots which I was able to use
to help Dusty, later on.

Does that mean I was a fag hag? Nope.

There is an enormous difference between nurturing mentoring relationships and
sitting around dishing people, at the bar.

I think what we see in the press so often is just dish...like people do from bar stools.
The point?

I don't take it too seriously....it is what it is....I can smell it a mile away.

Birdie

quote:

Originally posted by Gypsy Rose Lee
"Fag Hag"???

Excuse me but | have many, many gay male friends and | am a gay
woman... isn't that term is just a tad pejorative?

Ro

http://www.myspace.convbirdiebreeze

Edited by - Birdie Breeze on 14/11/2006 22:19:03

E

B Posted - 14/11/2006 : 22:41:38 [ [Fh

Websters says nothing about it. Personally | hate the term but then | hate
the bitchier aspects of the gay scene in general. Here's what the New
Oxford English Dictionary says...

Fag hag is a slang term, which is either abusive or affectionate, for a
woman who enjoys the company of gay men. Gay men and fag hags often
share a very close friendship, generally closer than they have with other
women or men. It is this close friendship that is the hallmark of the fag
hag relationship.

Some would say that fag hags are pitied based on the assumption that
their fascination with gay men lies in infatuation, which will most likely
never be consummated. While this is occasionally true, most fag hag
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relationships contain no romantic feelings; indeed, some fag hags are
lesbian.[citation needed]

This relationship, like most positive relationships, generally evolves out of
shared interests and opinions. It offers heterosexual women an opportunity
to participate in a gay community where arts, fashion, and literature are
embraced and encouraged. The gay community also offers straight women
a safe environment to party in relative freedom from unwanted sexual
advances.

In interviews with gay men and self-described fag hags the most common
theme is safety.[citation needed] A rich relationship can develop between
a straight woman and a gay man without sexual tension. The fag hag
relationship allows the participants to separate intimacy and sexuality.

The term "fag hag" does not generally carry the same negative
connotations that "fag" would. The term is used, without the intent to
insult, by both gay men and their female admirers. Some women (such as
comedian Margaret Cho and Jessie from the UFN Show podcast) will
proudly declare themselves to be fag hags.[citation needed]

Synonyms include fruit fly, homo honey and fairy godmother.

A fag hag can also mean a female celebrity that is loved by gay men, or
the gay community. Judy Garland has been characterized as a fag hag
(the origin of the phrase "Friend of Dorothy" referring to gay men, as
Dorothy was the character Judy Garland played in The Wizard of 0Oz).
Madonna, Cher and Ana Matronic of Scissor Sisters also qualify as fag
hags.

In the movie Fame, Doris is referred to as a fag hag for hanging out with a
recently out gay character.

Julia Roberts' character in The Mexican developed a fag hag-type
relationship with a gay hit man, Winston Baldry, played by James
Gandolfini. Other media examples include the show Will & Grace and the
film The Object of My Affection.

Retrieved from "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fag_hag"

Tim

Edited by - Tim on 14/11/2006 22:42:57

B Posted - 15/11/2006 : 00:41:42 [F

Oh Tim you put it out so wonderfully. Soon it will be over. Sophie is in a
Pub, enjoying herself, with some find fellows. We'll see all the pictures
tonight. Love Teda. That turn wasn;t really played abond, but as a
running joke.

B Posted - 15/11/2006 : 00:51:26 [y

I've heard Grace Slick is a big fag hag in Malibu these days. Those lucky
bastards.@

Dustily yours, David

B Posted - 15/11/2006 : 01:13:41 [y

Hello All

I don't find the term ‘fag hag' as offensive as some of you might, because
I understand it in the meaning Tim mentions above, as a female
entertainer beloved of gay men. Not just the great Garland, Tim, but her
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daughter also, and Dorothy Squires, among others. One of the things |
found very uncomfortable with at the Drury Lane concerts was that Dusty
was being claimed as a 'fag hag' also. I'm not sure she was at one with it
either. She tried gamely to play to it, but not very successfully.

And | still think Holly Near was the most dreary singer I've ever had the
misfortune to have thrust into my ears at all those 'all-women vegan
dinners' I once attended.

Love
ANNIMAC
Gypsy Rose B Posted - 15/11/2006 : 01:20:30 [
Lee
I'll try anything . . -
And I still think Holly Near was the most dreary singer I've ever had
the misfortune to have thrust into my ears ... Annimac
USA
1535 Posts
A - F'N' - MEN!!! RAVE ON SISTER!!!@
Love,
Ro
annimac B Posted - 15/11/2006 : 01:27:58 [
Little by little
Hello all

United Kingdom
199 Posts Ro, if you know of any foot-stomping, uplifting Holly Near tracks, | think

you're morally obliged to share them with us.

Love
ANNIMAC
Gypsy Rose B Posted - 15/11/2006 : 01:56:11 [
Lee
I'll try anything . . . . . .
Oh, stop, Annie - you know it would be easier to find an albino zebra in
Chelsea than any such Holly Near trac k.@
USA
1535 Posts
Love,
Ro
Jonathan B Posted - 15/11/2006 : 02:21:08 [
Little by little
LMAO 1

United Kingdom
458 Posts
Love Jonathan

annimac B posted - 15/11/2006 : 02:21:32 [
Little by little

Hello All
United Kingdom
195 Posts . .
My point entirely, Ro.

Love

ANNIMAC
Gypsy Rose B Posted - 15/11/2006 : 14:26:31 [
Lee
I'll try anything

Fables and fantasy... fables and fantasy..@

USA %

1535 Posts

Tim B posted - 15/11/2006 : 16:29:46 [ [Fy

Where am | going?

W
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Maybe Teda should cover a Holly Near track next...

T X
Eiy
B rosted - 15/11/2006 : 17:00:38 [ F K
Thanks for posting this Anni! LOL and thanks for the pic Mark, bless ya.
She reminds me of my grandmother...
Love, Laura xx
*Everything in moderation including moderation*
Ey
B Posted - 16/11/2006 : 06:48:44 [F
Hello All
Laura, what are you on about, WHO reminds you of your grandmother?
Love
FATIMA THE CURIOUS
Eiy
B posted - 16/11/2006 : 18:30:37 [ [FY
Holly Near?
"Yesterday's gone. Love lead me on."
~Roll Away
Eiy

B Posted - 16/11/2006 : 21:30:05 [

Tim | know that groupe of people Holly Near included. | know and like
Holly. In fact My band and all the girls would play on the same bill. Quite
different. But it it was fun. They're Co. Oliva records went for awhile. Lets
see. Thank you. Love Teda.

B

B Posted - 16/11/2006 : 21:32:48 [y

OH, SWEEEEEEEEEEEEEET GEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEZUS!!! Who's next?
Jane OIiver????@

Er

B posted - 16/11/2006 : 21:41:02 By [FY

| did like some of the women's music back in the 70s. Olivia is now a cruise
company (no, not that kind) and we'll be taking our first next spring.

Never been a J.O. fan.

"Yesterday's gone. Love lead me on."
~Roll Away
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paula B Posted - 17/11/2006 : 01:17:59 [

Moderator

b8 8.8

My older sister had a Holly Near album or two....m..mm , not me.

She redeemed herself over the years though..having been a DJ in a few
alternative, gay bars spinning rock & roll.

Holly Near used to play / put out a few albums w/ this older woman (older

remember..senior moment@

paula x
USA I%
5012 Posts
allherfaces B posted - 17/11/2006 : 01:20:00 5 [FY
Administrator

ok
Ronnie Gilbert of the Weavers

"Yesterday's gone. Love lead me on.

~Roll Away
USA
14235 Posts
paula Brosted - 17/11/2006 : 01:37:49 [
Moderator
L. 6.8 8 ¢

ahh, thank you Nancy@

USA
5012 Posts

Birdie Breeze = Mposted - 17/11/2006 : 09:23:01 % R}
Little by little

Tim, Darling...
USA
248 Posts

That was a BRILLIANT find...thank you so much.

quote:

Originally posted by annimac
Hello All

I don't find the term 'fag hag' as offensive as some of you might, because
I understand it in the meaning Tim mentions above, as a female
entertainer beloved of gay men. Not just the great Garland, Tim, but her
daughter also, and Dorothy Squires, among others. One of the things |
found very uncomfortable with at the Drury Lane concerts was that Dusty
was being claimed as a 'fag hag' also. I'm not sure she was at one with it
either. She tried gamely to play to it, but not very successfully.

Dusty wasn't..... it wasn't in her character. She wasn't comfortable with sharp bitchy barbs
(a result of her upbringing and that she was shy & sensitive), all the gossip that goes on,
and she never lived inside The Box....no matter who's it was...and certainly, one that
wasn't of her own making (she wasn't a gay man, that wasn't her box). She was camp
camp camp....but, being campy doesn't make you a fag hag. She grewup on 20th
Century Fox Musicals... for Carmen's sake!

Anyway - | ONLY brought it up - to point out - that whatever little sewing circle VW, EJ, NT,
and the young Joss (listening & asking questions, prolly of them) have going with the
tabloid stories - is really NOT the sort of activity Dusty engaged in herself - and, she
would have been extremely disappointed about it.

When we talked about other artists, it wasn't dishy. If a singer that was a fan of hers,
would hit flat or sharp notes - it would pain her. But, she wouldn't dish them.

| had a very unique relationship with her and it did bring out the best in her and she was
very keen on educating me about all sorts of things, her life story being one of them.

So, | never had to sit around and get any dish about her at all. We had a very productive
relationship and to the best of her ability, she honestly shared her life with me.

VW . Fl1. NT. and sn on were and still are. hasicallv thoiisands of miles awav. and |
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certainly don't speak to them....so....they have gotten whatever scraps they've been able
to drag up....where ever...but for starters, Neil was no where near LA. No, he was far away
on a little island.

Storytelling can be an AMAZING EDUCATING ENLIGHTENING FUNNY AND WONDERFULLY
HUMAN experience...and...it can change peoples lives....for the better.

But, you just don't find it these kinds of tales, and I really do believe they do more
damage than good.

Unless, of course, we all sit around with a nice cuppa and pick it apart, as you can
already see..... being outside of the box that insert is in....has been revealing!

Meanwhile, I can laugh and say, truthfully, that we actually AVOIDED gay men during her
recovery period, as much as possible, to thwart gossip and frankly, to keep her away
from the whole whole party element.

No, it REALLY wasn't her bag.

VW, EJ, and now NT can all say whatever they want - they have and will - but none of
them are telling any stories that are inspiring or believable or insightful or funny....

What's their point except to take the piss out of someone who isn't alive to defend
themselves? | just don't get it.

At this point, Neil Tennant creeps me out. | guess, after he did that single with EJ, he
turned a corner.....

And I still think Holly Near was the most dreary singer I've ever had the misfortune to
have thrust into my ears at all those 'all-women vegan dinners' I once attended.

[purple][font=Book Antiqua]Oh, ANNIMAC, Ijust ADORE you. You crack me up.

Ijust don't think I ought to tell you that Dusty took a cab from the San Francisco Bay
Area all the way up to where HOLLY NEAR lived in UKIAH (it's at least 100
miles...hahhah..IN A CAB!!!!) once..just put both of your mits over your eyes....you
didn't read that...and I..when I was all of 15 years old....produced Holly Near, Live, in
concert, before 1,500 people...I had my own production company...one of those whiz
kid types....of course, Dusty was playing her guitar in clubs when she was about that
age....doing folk songs....and....yes, [ saw Liza WITH Holly Near one time at the Greek
and IT'have spoken to Holly about Dusty and to Dusty about Holly....

So...really....it's a big small world......

Cheers...I'm off to bed as 'm now on my 12th straight day of work and there is no day
off insight XXOO Birdie

http://www.myspace.convbirdiebreeze

Er

[ posted - 17/11/2006 : 12:13:23 @

Oh, let's see - which is worse? Dustin Hoffman getting his teeth drilled in
"Marathon Man" or a Holly Near concert? Hmmm... ()

Eiy

B Posted - 17/11/2006 : 12:55:46 [

Love Jonathan

B Posted - 17/11/2006 : 13:11:46 [

I don't even know who Holly Near is!

Janie xx

B Posted - 17/11/2006 : 13:16:50 [

Neither do I !!
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Love jonathan

B Posted - 17/11/2006 : 13:43:23 [

Guess we'll have to wait for the yanks to enlighten us!

Love Jonathan

[ posted - 17/11/2006 : 14:06:27 @ l%

Not going there on this thread, kids.

"Yesterday's gone. Love lead me on."
~Roll Away

B Posted - 17/11/2006 : 14:13:15 [

Ooh, sorry!

The intrigued but beaten Jonathan

B posted - 17/11/2006 : 14:28:39 [ [y

It's not about you, honey.
XX

"Yesterday's gone. Love lead me on."
~Roll Away

B posted - 17/11/2006 : 19:04:59 [ [Eh

Holly's a great topic for the section The Other Side of Life.

When | produced her - it was a benefit concert - which helped defeat
Prop 6, which was on the ballot to kick and keep gay school teachers out
of schools. In 1978. She sounds like a folk singer with some broadway

tossed in....and is a red head.

quote:

Originally posted by allherfaces
Not going there on this thread, kids.

"Yesterday's gone. Love lead me on."
~Roll Away

B Posted - 17/11/2006 : 23:24:00 [

Oh. My.

B Posted - 18/11/2006 : 08:20:05 [ [Fy

Interesting article on gay icons:

http://www.popmatters.com/pm/columns/article/7249/gay-icons-judy-
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who/

by Michael Abernethy

Imagine for a moment—you’ve gone over to meet the new neighbor and
introduce yourself. He’'s a handsome, masculine sort of guy, but something
about him tells you that he’s not what would be considered a “ladies’
man”. Left alone for a moment in his living room while he takes a phone
call, you do a quick scan of his CD collection for clues as to which “team”
he plays for. Nestled between the Shawn Colvin, U2, and Greenday CDs,
you find the damning evidence: copies of Judy at Carnegie Hall, the
soundtrack of Funny Girl, and the extended play version of Madonna’s
Vogue. Yep, he’s a queer.

It’s possible you've reached an inaccurate conclusion, but not probable.
Ask most straight men if they’ve heard Judy at Carnegie Hall and they’ll
respond, “Judy who?”. Many gay men, however, know that Judy is Judy
Garland, and Judy at Carnegie Hall, Garland’s 1961 Grammy-winning Album
of the Year, is the concert album that put the diva back on top.

And rightfully so. Today’s performers could learn from Garland’s comeback
concert, a brilliant performance from a legendary entertainer. Here she is,
alone on stage with her band—no pyrotechnics, back-up dancers, costume
changes, dazzling lights, or mammoth sets—throwing herself without
abandon into song after song after song. “l don’t ever want to go home,”
she shouts to the frenzied audience. “I'll sing ‘em all, and we’ll stay all
night!”

For many gay men and women, the appeal of the album is not just the
artistry of a true superstar, but the fact that Garland had to overcome
numerous demons just to walk out on to the stage that night. Battling her
drug addictions, washed-up status, and an almost paralyzing anxiety that
led her to believe she would fail miserably, Garland considered cancelling
the concert until seconds before she flew onto the stage, smiling and
gesturing wildly. She rose above all the obstacles, and as they say in
show business, “knocked ‘em dead”.

It is her perseverance in the face of seemingly insurmountable odds that
has earned Garland her status as a Gay Icon. A chubby kid who was
forced to take diet pills by her studio, a failure in marriage, a star whose
popularity rose and fell repeatedly, an addict (thanks to the diet pills), a
financial disaster who often had to sneak out of towns without paying
hotel and restaurant bills—there was no reason why Garland should have
enjoyed the kind of success she did, except for an adoring fan base and
the sheer will to survive in the only business she knew.

Garland is hardly the only diva upon whom society has stuck the label “gay
icon”. Who exactly is classified as a gay icon will vary depending on whom
you ask, but the one trait that most all who are listed have in common is
an ability to overcome the odds or fly in the face of conventional wisdom.
Bette Davis, Liza Minnelli, Bette Midler, Barbra Streisand—too unattractive
to be stars, at least by Hollywood standards. Cher, Dolly Parton, Carmen
Miranda, and yes, Tammy Faye Baker—too over the top. Madonna, Mae
West, Marilyn Monroe, Joan Crawford—too trashy for their respective
times. Yet, all have succeeded, and in their success, they have earned
the admiration of homosexuals worldwide. And it doesn’t hurt that, for the
most part, they have embraced their gay fans, in turn.

Why is it that older gay men are attracted to such tortured souls? Why
don’t gay women share the same list of icons? And why don’t young gay
men share the same attractions for these legends? The stereotypical
answer would be that these women make great subjects for female
impersonators to emulate, but such an answer is superficial.

For older gay men, the women they idolize represent their own personal
struggles. Gay men who are in their 40s or older grew up in a time when
they were judged on the basis of one thing: their homosexuality. It didn't
matter if you were a great teacher, dentist, accountant, neighbor, citizen.
What mattered, and what people talked about, was that you were “that
way”. Understandably, there emerged a desire to be judged for the whole
package, not just for sexual inclinations—a longing to be recognized for
your skills on the job and whether or not you were a good person who
played by the rules, paid your taxes, and treated your neighbors with
kindness and respect. Those were all a part of what made these men
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individuals, but they were rarely acknowledged. (While gays are still judged
on their sexual preference today, it is not a factor that limits one’s ability
to succeed in society as it once was.)

So too, the gay icons of yesteryear were too easily classified. Stuck with
labels that presumably would have limited their potential, these stars
became legends anyway. When Barbra Streisand belts out “I'm the
Greatest Star” in Funny Girl, she is giving the world notice that she, like
the comic Fanny Brice she is portraying, will not be denied; “When you're
gifted / Then you’re gifted / These are facts...Do you think beautiful girls
are going to stay stars forever? | should say not! Any minute they’re going
to be out - finished! Then it’ll be my turn.” And it was quickly her turn,
although beautiful girls continued to get by on their looks (see Paris
Hilton); despite Streisand’s large nose, crossed-eyes, and gangly body,
there was no overlooking her masterful timing and impressive vocal range.

Likewise, Bette Davis was all wrong for the part, whatever part it may
have been. Short-statured and stocky, with now immortalized bulging
eyes, Davis came on the scene during a time when Hollywood favored the
glamour of Carole Lombard, the cold beauty of Greta Garbo, and the grace
of Ginger Rogers. Yet Davis succeeded in a variety of roles, from lonely
spinster to alcoholic star, Southern belle, to lovesick cancer victim. Davis
had a set of brass balls that could match any man’s, and her toughness
allowed her to win roles that seemed more suited for the studio’s ingénues.
But ultimately, it was her talent that kept her in the game.

It is easy to understand why gay men of this era idolized these women:
they had been able to accomplish what gay men could not by breaking the
stereotype assigned to them and being recognized for all their assets.
Lesbians of the same era, unless they chose to live and dress like men,
didn’t face the same level of stereotyping as gay men, so the need to find
a role model was not as strong.

This is not to imply that lesbians do not have icons, but typically such
icons tend to come from their own ranks or have been rumored to have
dabbled in same-sex relationships. However, that is not the only
characteristic that qualifies one to be a lesbian icon. You also have to be
powerful. Eleanor Roosevelt certainly fills that bill; a woman trapped in a
marriage to a philandering husband, she became one of the nation’s
greatest First Ladies and an honored diplomat. Martina Navratilova is a
force to be reckoned with both on the tennis court and off. And while one
may not think of Ellen DeGeneres as a power-broker, she is a trailblazer in
the fight for gay rights and one of the most influential women in show
business.

Perhaps the qualities of a lesbian icon are best represented in the
character of Xena, Warrior Princess, who was must-see TV for many
lesbians during her six seasons on the air. | couldn’t possibly count the
number of times that the lesbian who lived next door to us called in a
panic, “I have to work late. Can you go next door and set my VCR to
record Xena?” There wasn’t a man or god whose ass Xena couldn’t kick
and look good doing it. Supposedly, Xena was straight—she had more than
a few male lovers—but it was her relationship with sidekick Gabrielle that
endeared her to gay women. The bond between the two was one of best
friends, sisterly, but there was always an underlying sexual tension
present.

These lesbian icons may have been commanding women, but they were
not “manly women”. Each possessed a level of femininity that makes them
attractive as women; it is the strength of their character, however, that
elevates them to the status of icon. Martina Navratilova, for instance, was
easily pegged as a lesbian when she emerged on the tennis scene in the
mid-"70s. Fleeing the oppressive culture of her native Czechoslovakia, it
was obvious that she was a woman lacking confidence, often appearing in
Grand Slam finals with a look of “How did | get here?” on her face and
breaking down in a flood of tears when she won. As she became more
acclimated to Western culture, her confidence grew, and she gained the
admiration of both gay and straight women. Her self-assurance was, and
still is, sexy.
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Martina possesses another quality, one that endears her to a new
generation of gay women and men: her tendency to speak her mind. While
older homosexuals clung to images of women who overcame the odds,
today’s homosexuals opt to idolize those who are controversial and
confrontational. Kylie Minogue, for example, was an international pop star
in the ‘80s, scoring most notably with 1988’s remake of “Locomotion”. Back
then, she was the cute and squeaky-clean girl-next-door. After a career
slump, she blasted her way back onto the scene with 2001’s “Can’t Get
You out of My Head”. But this was not the same Kylie; gone were the
frilly, lacy dresses and crimped, fluffed hair. This Kylie was a slutty,
gyrating sexpot. And gay men loved her, vaulting her to the same exalted
status as Madonna and Cher.

Younger gay men turn to women who have no problems being “in your
face” for their gay icons. The attitude of rejecting social conventions
comes in many forms for these gay icons. Most notable is Madonna, who
even in her proper English motherhood, manages to illicit controversy; her
entire career has been built around the premise that what ever society
expected of her, she would defy, particularly in terms of sex. Cher,
Christina Aguilera, and Fergie are seen as being open about the sexuality,
as well as being talented women.

Yet, for many gay men, sex isn't all that sells. What is equally appealing is
the tendency to speak one’s mind, no matter how inappropriate the
comments. Two perfect examples are actually fictional characters:
Suzanne Sugarbaker of Designing Women and Sophia Petrillo of Golden
Girls. Although the series these two characters appeared on have been off
the air for years, they have both enjoyed resurgence in reruns, in large
part because of gay men’s adulation of the self-centered and politically
incorrect Suzanne and the painfully blunt Sophia. A real-life example of
such a woman comes courtesy of Tammy Faye, who has turned her back
on evangelical homophobia and openly embraced gay men as “God’s
children”.

This shift in the nature of what makes one a gay icon is representative of
the shift in the outlook of gay men and women. No longer do homosexuals
feel the need to prove themselves as worthwhile men and women with
admirable qualities, as gay men and women often find their talents being
recognized without reference to sexual orientation. Consequently, the
tables have turned. Homosexuals want to be respected for their sexual
decisions and to have the opportunity to speak openly about it without
condemnation, so it is natural that their idols would be those who are
open, honest, and sexual without regard to social expectations.

Displaying such qualities has allowed men to join the ranks of gay icons as
well. Oscar Wilde, although dead for over a century, has emerged as such
an icon. With his biting wit and mockery of stilted 19th century social
rules, Wilde is a perfect representation of the type of gay man many would
like to be. Late Queen front man Freddie Mercury has also achieved
elevated status after death. Boy George has the potential to join the
ranks, if he will stop being such a freak.

In essence, gay men and women are attracted to those individuals that
most exhibit the qualities they would like to possess, regardless of the
time period. As social mores change, the roles gay men and lesbians
assume shift as well, bringing in new qualities for admiration. Still, the
LGBT segment of the population is no different from the straight segment
in its selection of heroes, idols, and icons. We look to those who exhibit
the characteristics which we would like to have. Just as a pacifist would
idolize Gandhi and King and a businessperson may seek to emulate Trump
or Gates, gay men and lesbians put on a pedestal those individuals who
represent their personalities and personal societal concerns.

Discovering Garland, Streisand, and Madonna in your new neighbor’'s CD
collection tells you more than whether or not he is gay. It tells you a little
bit about who he is as a human being and how he feels the world views
him. Our choice for icons is about more than just high camp and
melodrama; it’s about who we are in a fundamental way.

Michael has been writing for PopMatters since 2000. His primary focus,
aside from queer culture, is television reviews and commentary, and his
article Male Bashing on TV has been reprinted in two college textbooks. He
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currently lives in Louisville, KY, and is a Lecturer of Communication Studies
at Indiana University Southeast in New Albany, IN. As a teacher, he has
an interest in the study of contemporary political rhetoric and
argumentation. He and his partner Jim have been living in un-wedded bliss
since 1995.

Edited by - Birdie Breeze on 18/11/2006 18:30:33

B posted - 18/11/2006 : 10:14:02 By [FY

Yes it was. Thanks Birdie. | don't have many icons, | try to resist the
gravitational pull of them...

T

B Posted - 18/11/2006 : 18:25:48 [ [Fh

Tim,

It really is such a generational thing. One of the things that never gets mentioned
about the Judy fans...is that back in the 50's....there were few and far places for gays to
get together. Clubs were raided, and so on. But, they could all meet up at Judy's
shows...and...she LOVED them unconditionally. She was a safe harbour. She was a
bit of a mother figure that let them feel as if everything was alright or if not, they'd at
least, all pull through. Many of her gay male fans suffered greatly for being gay -
kicked out of homes as teens, and so on.

While that sort of thing, still, goes on to some degree - the world is a vastly different
place now! But, back in Judy's day...she was really special, and the fans had a real
community going amoung themselves. A documentary ought to have been made about
them...maybe one was..hmmm...

In certain latin american and other countries, where they are still raiding clubs and
homosexuality is illegal, they could use a new Judy...so...they could congregate and
have some fun and freedom....up in front of the stage.

I'm from the generation that was just OUT of the closet, period. We did suffer the most
from some in the previous gay generations having had a rough go and being all
messed up as a result of it. Lot's of alcoholism, low self esteem, and other problems
developed in them....and...none of them a joy to deal with. The human wreckage that
was wrought on the previous generations just tumbled on...and on. Most from that
whole crowd, wound up dying from AIDS in the 80's and early 90's.

quote:

Originally posted by muuz

Yes it was. Thanks Birdie. | don't have many icons, | try to resist the
gravitational pull of them...

T

http://www.myspace.convbirdiebreeze

Er

[B Posted - 18/11/2006 : 18:44:05 @ %

Yeah, | wasn't saying these people didn't DESERVE their iconic status. I'm
45 now (going on 12) so | was a teenager in the late 70's. | didn't even
get into Dusty until the early 90's when | got over the need to be ‘cool' in
my choices.

| appreciate the pioneering relevance but | just didn't click with the whole
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Soho/Castro/Greenwich socio/political deal. That's not to say | don't
respect other people's ways of living & being. Everyone takes their own
path through life and reaps the consequences of that and whatever fate
has in store for them. We are all here to share and learn from one another.

Aids decimated our local Gay community in the 80's 90's too. In my life |
have lost a few friends along the way, not to mention a Mother - but then
nobody gets out of here alive.

Back on topic | just find the whole Diva thing so cliched - it just doesn't
work for me. Maybe Dusty & | would have related very well - we both
have actively defied categorisation in our time.

Self esteem issues - sure - | have them & at times they can feel
overwhelming - all artists have them | guess - the demons are what drive
the muse.

T X

Edited by - Tim on 18/11/2006 18:58:54

[ posted - 18/11/2006 : 21:10:57 @ {%

Originally posted by muuz

| appreciate the pioneering relevance but | just didn't click with the whole
Soho/Castro/Greenwich socio/political deal. That's not to say | don't
respect other people's ways of living & being. Everyone takes their own
path through life and reaps the consequences of that and whatever fate
has in store for them. We are all here to share and learn from one another.

Well, I certainly had that around me, but, just because you are around it doesn't mean
that it's your perspective...and, it's good to be around other peoples trips, to an extent.
When there is 1,500 of them and one or a few of you, it can be a bit overbearing! I
understand your pov. We are in the same age bracket, no surprise there

Back on topic | just find the whole Diva thing so cliched - it just doesn't
work for me. Maybe Dusty & | would have related very well - we both
have actively defied categorisation in our time.

You would have...but.. When folk music was in, she was into folk music, when, techno
was in, she was into techno, and pretty much stayed in step her whole career with
what was going on - except for Dusty in Memphis/Brand New Me. Those are stand
outs...and in the end, she finished her career as she started it...in Nashville...where
The Springfields had been...in the beginning.

I honestly do not believe that the whole gay diva thing is what will carry her legacy
into future generations, for reasons brought up in this whole thread and for other
reasons yet to be discussed, which I'll do when the time is right. The things that will
carry her music and legacy into the future are more universal and broadbased themes,
and ones that will be revealed - down the road.

Self esteem issues - sure - | have them & at times they can feel
overwhelming - all artists have them | guess - the demons are what drive
the muse.

Can be....talent is often just what it is, talent. For some it comes naturally
and others have to really work at it, and still others have it naturally and

really work at it!! (Dusty)...and, yes, being fiercely competitive can
definitely be considered demonic! &

Birdie
Edited by - Birdie Breeze on 18/11/2006 21:14:42

B Posted - 22/04/2007 : 02:04:51 [

Oh Please.
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mikeh69 B posted - 10/07/2007 : 00:05:01 [
Little by little

Im neither this or that or that or this. | forgot the term for it. But | tend to
feel more toward the effeminate and love glamour when it's right ( not
Britney Spears anymore ) but not in the transgender or gay sense. Imin
the WHAT zone. Hmmmm maybe | am straight that has more effeminate
feelings than feeling like a straight man. What ever this means. But | have
no issues with anybody's preference everybody is entitled to be who they

are.
E
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mikeh69 B Posted - 10/07/2007 : 00:15:46 [y
Little by little

Well...if a man looks immaculate as a woman ( in the glamour sense ) Im
visually interested.
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