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memphisinlondon
Where am I going?

United Kingdom
3565 Posts

Posted - 08/07/2008 :  20:55:50  

Can anyone here give any explanation for why the album failed? I don't
believe her previous album 'Dusty Definitely' sold that well either. 

Had Dusty simply become irrelevant for some reason? Maybe because
record buyers didn't understand what she was doing? Maybe young
Americans didn't know who she was (the title assumes they did)?
Maybe because she broke her mould and left many of her UK fans
wondering what was going on, that she'd abandoned them somehow?
Was Dusty just out of style or mainly admired as a superstar cabaret
artist (so the 'Memphis' album might be quite puzzling)? Maybe the
album wasn't promoted properly. It's hard to work it out from 2008. 

What's your take? If anybody here was there in 1969 it would be great
to hear from you.

Memphis
Ever since we met...

mssdusty
I’ve got a good thing

USA
5821 Posts

Posted - 08/07/2008 :  21:16:07    

WELL I GOT MY 8 TRACK TAPE OF DIM ........PLAYED IT ALL THE TIME.
I DONT UNDERSTAND IT TOO.

MARY

THE LOOK OF LOVE IS IN YOUR EYES! 
Watch my video with Dusty on YouTube!

Edited by - mssdusty on 08/07/2008 21:16:34

Mark
I’ve got a good thing

United Kingdom
5309 Posts

Posted - 08/07/2008 :  21:34:08  

I recall reading that after the Single success of SOAPM, the gap
between this and the release of DIM was too long.....

Mark

Will
Wasn't born to follow

Posted - 08/07/2008 :  22:35:52    

Whatever happened back then, there is no denying that now, so many
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United Kingdom
7603 Posts

recognise and applaud this album as timeless, a classic, an essential...
it makes it into so many listings of the best albums ever.

Will 
http://www.mactastic.net/

"..Catch me if you can - I'm goin' back.."

Tim
Where am I going?

United Kingdom
3422 Posts

Posted - 08/07/2008 :  22:37:54    

Good thread. Well I WAS around in 69 - but I was 8! I do remember
SOAPM though so it certainly impacted on popular consciousness.

I can think of a few factors based upon what I have read over the
years.

DIM was ahead of its time and a bit leftfield for Dusty's mainstream
family audience. Dusty herself said she fell beween categories - not a
cabaret artist but not cutting edge R&B either. Maybe it was asking
too much of her audience to unlearn the Dusty they were used to and
accept this new direction. 

The understated cover doesn't help either - very different from what
had gone before - almost as if Dusty was trying to deconstruct/adjust
her image. If you think about the subtle soul shadings of the album - it
lacks the theatricality of most of her big hits - no IDKWTDWM on here.
Dusty took a big gamble following her heart here and it was a
nightmare to record so hence the slow release time after SOAPM.

And where were the follow-up singles? 'Breakfast in Bed' is the obvious
cut now - but was probably thought too risque at the time. The US
labelled material seemed not promoted at all well in the UK. 'Windmills'
was already popularised by someone else - but I think I would have
gone with that one myself. I think it may have been played a lot on US
radio but I'm not sure it was released there.

As we know now, Dusty was sadly falling out of favour commercially,
DIM could have stopped the rot if she had toured it, but I don't think
Dusty was up to the rigours of relaunching herself - she was probably
close to burn-out from the last few years of slog - so that may have
had something to do with its lack of impact as well. Her increasingly
fragile voice didn't cope well with long tours (taken from her own words
at the time) so I think she was caught between a rock and a hard
place. 

If only she had been able to package DIM along with other guest soul
artists, and do a soul tour, things might have been very different.
When you think what artists like Bowie did with his Young Americans
plastic soul phase - it's a real pity that never happened.

DIM is where it all started to sour in my opinion so I'm not THAT fond
of the album - I don't really like the Memphis instrumentation either -
it's kind of smoky and depressing to my ears. Having said that I do
obviously appreciate what's going on in there and Dusty's singing is of
course sublime. 

T 

'Ooh my goodness meeeeeeeeeeeeeeee..!'

memphisinlondon
Where am I going?

Posted - 08/07/2008 :  23:37:01  

Great posts so far. I hope more people will come on down and tell us
like it was.

Mark - I didn't know there was such a gap between the release of 'Son
Of A Preacher Man' (SOAPM) and the album. That seems like a huge
bungle.
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United Kingdom
3565 Posts

Mary- I wish I could hear the 8 track replay - that must have been
something (special).

Tim - 8 doesn't cut it!  But you're so right. I think burn out must

have been a factor. Dusty was beginning to run on empty and she was
honouring contracts and trying to maintain careers in Europe and the
USA which must have been a great strain and very dislocating. Maybe
she wasn't able to promote DIM intensely - it's hard to find DIM videos
on YouTube apart from SOAPM. Something must have gone wrong. 

That image change must have been hard for some fans to take. I can't
blame them. I dropped Bowie after his 'Let's Dance' album which was
an OK album after all. He became a stadium rock star and I just got
bored with him. I guess I had 'grown up' by then.

I hear DIM as one of the first modern pop albums. It's the first
coherent sounding Dusty album too and it's, as you say, rather
downbeat overall. It's not full of singles but it's full of great songs. It
reminds me of Carole King's 'Tapestry' and 'Barbra Joan Streisand' but
these came 2-3 years later. Both artists had a greater USA track
record than Dusty, one way or the other. Perhaps Dusty broke the
mould for great female artists but she couldn't reap rewards for herself.
She couldn't break the USA market and left the UK/European market
behind as a casuality of that effort. I just don't know...

Memphis
Ever since we met...

Edited by - memphisinlondon on 08/07/2008 23:39:32

paula
Moderator

USA
5012 Posts

Posted - 09/07/2008 :  03:51:34  

I also think it may have been bad timing...soooo much new music
around 69/70 ...a new generation and a lot of R&R. Maybe a lot of
people connected Dusty with her 60's sound and some of the MOR TV
peformances. (that we so love now ) (though we all know she was

much more special than her peers  ) and so DIM got kind of

overlooked (except for industry folks) or lost in the shuffle. But
hey..there were a lot of huge releases then that may not still get the
attention that DIM still receives now...unfortunate for Dusty at the
time , though. 

Memphis..I felt the same way about Bowie at that time period..but
then I quite enjoyed Heathen and saw him live at the time that was
released .
paula x

daydreamer
Moderator

United Kingdom
5404 Posts

Posted - 09/07/2008 :  08:01:40  

There's a misconception that DIM didn't sell well back in '69 but in fact,
although it didn't set the world alight, it didn't do that badly. It
reached no. 14 in the NME charts and narrowly missed out on a place
in the official charts, which at that time were limited to 15 placings. So
it probably did better than her albums both sides of it did. Most clips of
Dusty doing anything from DIM are from American shows, she did a
couple of tracks on Decidedly Dusty (now lost) but between the
albums release and the TV series, most of her time was spent in the
States. I think her mind and her heart were moving towards a life in
America at the time.

Carole x
"The days have come and gone since you were here..."

mssdusty
I’ve got a good thing

Posted - 09/07/2008 :  08:27:48    

I JUST REMEMBER MY MOM ME AND FRANCES PLAYING THAT 8 TRACK
OVER AND OVER.WE LOVED DUSTYS VOICE . SEEING DUSTY AT THE
CENTURY PLAZA IN 72,I WONDER IF I REMEMBER SEEING HER ON THAT
HOLLYWOOD STREET IN 67. ,MAKES ME WANT TO THINK HOW
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USA
5821 Posts

WONDERFUL SHE WAS ON STAGE THAT NIGHT.
MARY

THE LOOK OF LOVE IS IN YOUR EYES! 
Watch my video with Dusty on YouTube!

allherfaces
Administrator

USA
14235 Posts

Posted - 09/07/2008 :  14:55:40    

If memory serves correctly, Mary donated that 8 track to our pre DD
'record swap' for charity and Tom was the recipient. He's a major
collector, but twas something he actually didn't have. 

I recall the single SOAPM at the time, but not the LP. I think Paula is
right about changing musical tastes. 

Annie Randall's upcoming book has quite a bit on Memphis which I think
will be of interest as well.

I'll put your pictures all around my wall
I'll build a tower of love that won't fall

Tom Lovett
Little by little

United Kingdom
944 Posts

Posted - 09/07/2008 :  15:29:16  

Yes Nancy, I did win the 8 track, it's amongst my souvenirs now

8 track never really caught on in the UK I think they were over taken
by casette players in the home and car.

All I remember is that on the day of release of DIM I took a 'sicky' from
work to get the LP from a local record shop. I can also remember
'Windmills' being played a lot on the radio.

Tom

In sparkle gown, perfection, spinning impossible arcs of vibrato through
smouldering waves of invisible sound.

Graham
Little by little

United Kingdom
119 Posts

Posted - 09/07/2008 :  15:43:37  

I remember Jerry Wexler saying it was deleted in the USA after selling
100,000 copies and was so hard to get hold of people were paying
100$ for a copy!

It certainly infuenced enough artists such as Sreisand, Presley and
Petula to either record similar albums or use the memphis studios.

In the UK I am not sure what happened..no Memhis single was released
here after"Preacher Man" and Dusy Definately followed shortly
after........which I think dusty preferred at the time even though I
think the mixing is awful (apart from Cant give back the love).

Baby Blue
Where am I going?

USA
3185 Posts

Posted - 09/07/2008 :  18:52:03  

I can't say I don't like SOAPM, I even have it as my ringtone on my cell
phone. But it's not on my top 10 favorite list either! 

Marty

insomniacafe
I’ll try anything

Posted - 10/07/2008 :  00:14:21    

I guess the simplest answer is quality is no guarantee of success.
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Netherlands
1509 Posts

That, and some music burns brightly for a short while. Others take
people a while to appreciate, but continue to grow in reputation with
each passing year.

Michael
---
Let's pretend we're cats instead of people
and go roll around and scratch an old latch hook rug together.

DustysBoy
Where am I going?

USA
2678 Posts

Posted - 10/07/2008 :  12:00:18        

SOAPM isn't my fav either....id have to say I Can't Make It Alone is my
all time fav from that album...second being Breakfast In Bed....only
have the cd of the album...got the deluxe set..with all the extra
songs..there very good too!!...like Live Here With You...Natchez
Trace...I Found My Way....but someday would very much like to have
the Vinyl....Dusty records are so hard to find for me anyway...the
record shops and music stores never have them.....but I do have a
good amount of Dusty 45's

JOSH

There is a garden
Something like the shadow of a butterfly
And lies beyond the gates of dark and light
And darling, it belongs to me

memphisinlondon
Where am I going?

United Kingdom
3565 Posts

Posted - 11/07/2008 :  23:09:07  

Very interesting posts. Thanks so much. What I can gather so far is
'Memphis' wasn't that great an album at the time (or even now)
despite what the critics said and say. 'Son of a Preacher Man' is not a
favourite Dusty song amongst this sample of fans. DIM was out of its
time. Rock was taking over. [Dusty had recommended Led Zeppelin to
Atlantic records and it was now their day not Dusty's.] Her image
change was a disappointment to some fans. Dusty was no longer
fashionable (now of course she is all over again but I'm trying to get a
sense of her at the time). And Tom has Mary's 8 track recording! 

The 100,000 sales in the USA (not bad by todays poor standards) and
apparently fewer sales in the UK were not enough to make this album a
success but I'm glad to know it was reasonably placed in the NME
chart. I think Dusty would have probably needed a Top 10 placing for
several weeks in the USA and Europe to make money for Atlantic and
for herself. Atlantic were rightly focused on Led Zeppelin. I wonder if
that's why they canned 'Memphis' in almost indecent haste. They cut
and ran with the winning team? The deletion lasted such a long time,
while critics were still raving about it, that it seemed perverse in the
end.

Carole - There may be some 'Decidedly Dusty' Memphis tracks on the
anniversary edition of DIM.  You say 'most of her time was spent in

the States. I think her mind and her heart were moving towards a life
in America at the time.' What did you think of that? Did you think well,
she's gotta do what she's gotta do or were you disappointed in any
way? I'd have been a bit peeved to be honest. That she'd fallen hook
line and sinker for the States and a more laid back sound. Personally, I
love 'Ain't No Sun...' for instance - she would never record anything
like this again.

Any further comments from anyone are very welcome. 

Josh - I sold my Dusty vinyl a couple of years ago on ebay for around
£40 - these included 'Cameo' 'See All Her Faces' and 'White Heat'. Am I
regretting that now!  

Paula- David Bowie was my Dusty Springfield (they are some
comparisons I think). I grew up with him and I still love him. Since 'Let's
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Dance' I've only bought 'Black Tie White Noise', 'Heathen' and 'Reality'
but I continue to buy re-releases on super hi-fi formats! And he's got
an official bootleg out right now and I'll buy that too!

Memphis
Ever since we met...

Edited by - memphisinlondon on 12/07/2008 01:48:36

Tim
Where am I going?

United Kingdom
3422 Posts

Posted - 11/07/2008 :  23:59:02    

Memphis - off topic a bit but I was a huge Bowie fan in the 70s. Still
rate his mid period work. Was playing the album 'The Man Who Sold
The World' this week. 'Station to Station' & Young Americans' my
favourites. I also lost interest in his work in the 80's though I liked his
take on drum & bass and 'Heathen'.

T :-)

'Ooh my goodness meeeeeeeeeeeeeeee..!'

memphisinlondon
Where am I going?

United Kingdom
3565 Posts

Posted - 12/07/2008 :  00:21:13  

Hi Tim

Diamond Dogs, Young Americans and Station to Station are the
soundtrack to my growing up years. I collected the first two slightly in
retrospect because I couldn't afford to get them new but I listened to
friends' copies before then. I was at W.H. Smiths on the day of release
for Station to Station. Roxy Music also contributed to my soundtrack.

We're contemporaries I think.  That's why I agree with you so often!

Memphis
Ever since we met...

daydreamer
Moderator

United Kingdom
5404 Posts

Posted - 12/07/2008 :  07:59:02  

From what Paul has written, you could be right re the Decidedly Dusty
tracks Memphis, and that will tick some boxes  I was disappointed

with Dusty's choices towards the end of the 60's, everytime she went
away the periods seemed to get longer. But then again, I was growing
up and my life was changing too, so I had to understand. It was when
she went for good and the fan club closed down that I really felt it was
the end of an era. I know that I loved DIM, no doubt of that and I also
(with hindsight) feel that it was the first inkling of Dusty getting a cult
following. That feeling of we know something you don't. I remember a
guy I worked with, knowing I was a Dusty fan, asking if he could
borrow DIM and I remember the trouble I had getting it back!

Carole x
"The days have come and gone since you were here..."

Snowbird
Little by little

USA
463 Posts

Posted - 12/07/2008 :  08:12:30  

....about Dusty In Memphis. I must admit, I've loved Dusty for as long
as I can remember. Absolutely loved every one of her "pop" hits. Living
in America and loving the music of the 60's and 70's I can appreciate
why DIM didn't have a chance. Unfortunately, Dusty had disappeared
from the pop charts for awhile leaving her young fans wondering where
she had gone. Had she retired? Had she disappeared into oblivion as so
many singers do when their "stars burn out." I don't know how it was in
Great Britain in the late 60's, but I do know that we, over here, were
going through a major transition as far as music was concerned.
Dusty's voice, had she still been visible on the music scene at that
time, would surely have had a most difficult time being heard over what
had become the hottest craze: HARD ROCK! It was loud, mesmerizing,
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addictive, destructful and many times, tragic. By 1969 American
teenagers were quickly beginning to lose interest in all the great talent
known as "The British Invasion." By '69, the teenagers who worshipped
Dusty, The Beatles, and The Stones (to name a small few,) were
becoming adults. For the teenagers coming up, there were more than
enough music superstars over here at that time to fill every auditorium,
jukebox and record collection. We also still had the Motown Sound and
the Sound of Philadelphia and we loved every minute of it. We also had
the sound of Country and Western - a genre that truly never caught
on until the mid '80's. Country music wasn't given any airplay (except
for Elvis, of course) because American teenagers just didn't purchase
country/western music. Dolly Parton and the Judds turned country
music into real, "commercial" music in the early to mid '80's and, only
then, did it begin to take off - and it took off like wildfire, turning the
lowly, store-front publishers and recording studios into industries that
Motown and The Philadelphia Sound could die for. The money was
flowing like Texas oil. Country Music had finally found it's place in music
history. Sadly, (even though Philadelphia giants, Gamble & Huff had a
role in DIM) nobody in the US knew that Dusty was in Memphis in 1969.
At that time, country music was still something that only "poor folk"
southerners listened to. It wasn't commercial and it, more often than
not, never really traveled north. It was "The South's" music. The
separation between the north and south even flowed into the music.
That separation was fatal for Dusty and her album. As far as, "Son of a
Preacher Man" goes, according to my friend and authority on the sales
of albums and 45's in the US, Preacher Man, her hit SINGLE is, and
always has been, the most requested song of true Dusty collectors. He
said, "there are just not enough copies coming in to keep up with the
demand. Sad, isn't it? It seems that Dusty didn't create a record that
was a failure. It's more like she was simply in the wrong place at the
wrong time. 

...and my beautiful soul is weeping. xo 

Love,
Leigh 

Tim
Where am I going?

United Kingdom
3422 Posts

Posted - 12/07/2008 :  10:44:21    

Ah Memphis - that explains it then! ;-)

Leigh - what a great analysis - adds another perspective.

T :-)

'Ooh my goodness meeeeeeeeeeeeeeee..!'

memphisinlondon
Where am I going?

United Kingdom
3565 Posts

Posted - 12/07/2008 :  11:26:36  

Thanks for your insights, Carole. Even in the mid-70s, by which time I
was 'discovering' great music in 2nd hand record shops I couldn't get
hold of Memphis. It was like an exclusive club. You were very kind to
lend your copy of DIM - it was probably worth a few bob by then too! I
didn't know the fan club closed down. I suspect this may have been a
decision taken with or by Dusty - that does seem harsh. I was
surprised to read that.

Snowbird - great post. I love all that information you've provided. I
want to be clear about what you're saying because it's so interesting
and I think it may chime with some of my own thoughts. Are you
saying that 'Memphis' was perceived as a Southern country album? It
was identified like this through the promotion of 'Son of a Preacher
Man' (SOAP)? I don't think we understand those nuances very well
here. 

Jerry Wexler actually wanted Aretha Franklin to sing that song. This
was perverse (and a cheap shot) of Wexler because Aretha was the
daughter of a famous and highly respected 'preacher' Reverend
Franklin. When Aretha recorded it, after Dusty, she buried its meaning
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in a gospel reading of it. Jerry got the hit he wanted by offering the
song to Dusty, a middle class english woman, who ended up singing like
a Southern States girl with loose morals. That wasn't an authentic
image of Dusty but it must have trapped her in American consciousness
as a Southern belle or a poor white country girl. 

I can't think Dusty would have had any idea at all about how she was
being perceived. This is a woman that sang soul music and had been
deported from South Africa for refusing to play to segregated
audiences and here she is singing as if she comes from the segregated
South. I like 'Son of a Preacher Man' (and 'Willy and Laura Mae Jones'
and its story of shack living, cotton picking and poor black and white
folk) but I wish she'd have left these songs alone because they were
just wrong for Dusty (thankfully Bobbie Gentry took over). I'm glad she
went with Gamble & Huff for her next album. Maybe she'd realised by
then.

1969 is probably my favourite music year (if only I could have been 21
years old then etc). My immediate references would be the USA, Jimi
Hendrix (OK he started in the UK), The Doors, Stones, James Brown,
Woodstock. Vietnam, Women's Liberation, Stonewall, Black Panthers
provide the political back drop. Dusty and 'Dusty in Memphis' don't fit in
very easily but I can see why the USA was the place to be because I'd
want to be there too. I don't think Jerry Wexler did Dusty any favours
with SOAP and it also shows that, as Dusty said back in 1964, she
knew nothing about politics. And yet Martin Luther King was gunned
down in Memphis in the year Dusty recorded the album (1968) (and
Bobby Kennedy was gunned down in that year too). 

Memphis
Ever since we met...

Edited by - memphisinlondon on 12/07/2008 11:33:58

Snowbird
Little by little

USA
463 Posts

Posted - 13/07/2008 :  08:36:18  

Hi Memphis,

I'm more than happy to have had the opportunity to shed a very small
amount of light on the possibility as to why DIM never had a chance.
Of course, you already know about what was happening on the music
scene over here in the late '60's. Wasn't it quite an interesting time for
all? Dusty's single, SOAP was, according to Americans back in '69 and
those of us today, a smash hit. We over here still love to hear it on the
radio. Memphis, I wish that we could all sit down together and discuss
this in length. The question as to why DIM didn't succeed, truly does
have a simple and logical explanation. So many people are looking to
understand how Dusty could ever be associated with an album that
never really got off the ground, when, in fact, the music was brilliant
and the voice was still as beautiful as ever. Memphis, when you stated
that in 1964 Dusty was quoted as saying, "I know nothing of politics," I
believe she was witnessing first hand how those in this world can make
or break you. I believe she learned early on in her career that music
took a back seat to the money that could be made in it. Could it be, at
this point, that she began to realize that her music was secondary,
and, only the money that could be made off of her was really the only
thing that was important? Is this what drove her to a point where she
just decided to give up? As we all know, Dusty, in her heart, lived for
music. She believe that it was only part of her that she could make
perfect. She came back, but it's my personal belief that Dusty knew all
along, that DIM was a desperate, shot in the dark and, that she was
taking a chance of a lifetime recording it. Here's some harsh
reality...When singers try to make a comeback in the US, it's a known
FACT that they head to Nashville, Tennessee. Also known as "The
Country Music Capitol of the World." I don't blame the artists for any of
the failures that came out of that place, I blame the vulchers in the
country music industry at that time. They made money, even though it
wasn't a significant amount, off of some of the finest artists in the
world who are trying to revive their careers and return to the limelight.
You can remember when Petula Clark also recorded down there.
Nothing worth while became of her efforts. Anne Murray also went
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down there. Many people in the US turned their backs on her when she
began recording country songs. Because she bounced back and forth
from one type of music to another, it cost her the respect of a vast
number of her fans, and most certainly did not help to jumpstart her
efforts for a second time around. In the US, it's just not acceptable for
an artist to go from folk, to pop, to Christian music, and then go to
country. We consider that a desperate attempt to redeem oneself, and
not only is it frowned upon, the artist can never be taken seriously
again. It's not right, but, that's just the way it goes. Also, as I've
already stated, the the terrible differences between the people of the
Southern United States and the Northern United seperated this country
like an invisible brick wall some 40 years ago. To this day, a certain
amount of predjudice still exists even though the war between the
states was fought one hundred and some years ago. Though country
music became popular all over this country 25 years ago, it was
basically laughed at by a majority of about 3/4's of the US way back in
'69. Dusty's single, SOPM, although it was a song about our deep
south, (sadly, once known as "Poor Folk" country,)it had COMMERCIAL
value, not only because Dusty was still well known in this country, but
also because it had soul. We, in the Northern US, lived and breathed
soul music (Martha Reeves, the Supremes, Four Tops, etc., etc.) in
1969. As far as the DIM album went, I beieve that hard research would
show that that album fared better in the South than in the North. And,
that being the case, being popular in just the South, at that time, was
not enough for an album to be successful. And, to become "Gold" was
entirely unrealistic, and totally out of the question no matter how big
of a star you were. Also, at that the time, The North really wasn't
interested in anything promoted as being "Country" in 1969. Not to say
that there weren't singing stars from the South that were popular here
in the North. Elvis and Bobbie Gentry (just to name a couple) were
both COMMERCIAL hits over here. Those in the music industry are
ruthless. If a song is not COMMERCIAL, that is, if it doesn't appeal to
the masses, the recording industy will not produce it, let alone promote
it, no matter how excellent it may be. It simply comes down to the
almighty dollar. I hate to say this, but, understanding the "mindset" of
corporate America, the failure of DIM had nothing to do with music. It
had everything to do with, as I believe Dusty knew, politics, money
and sociology. My, how we can destroy peoples lives simply because of
our inability to put our differences aside. We were so blinded by
predjudice and, too busy screaming to the top of our lungs about
everything, and anything in 1969, that we couldn't hear the voice of
an angel called Dusty Springfield. ...and, my beautiful is weeping xo

Love,
Leigh

Tim
Where am I going?

United Kingdom
3422 Posts

Posted - 13/07/2008 :  10:55:15    

Superb analysis, Leigh

I'm sure you are right -Dusty was spot on with her instincts and was
getting trapped. DIM was a necesssary risk but something of a
Pandora's box.

I remember Dusty being quoted as saying something like;

'People over in America get nervous if you fling a lot of styles at them'.

I guess she meant the Industry - as it knew the public's tastes. Wish
she would have come back to the UK earlier than she did - but pride
and privacy issues stopped that happening.

T x

'Ooh my goodness meeeeeeeeeeeeeeee..!'

memphisinlondon
Where am I going?

Posted - 14/07/2008 :  03:04:55  

Dear Leigh/Snowbird
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United Kingdom
3565 Posts

Thanks for your excellent response. I read it this morning, thought
about it, was able to do some research this evening. In my response to
you I use information from your excellent posts and those from LTD
people who have also posted. I think this will be my last essay! Thanks
for helping me understand.

I think the signing to Atlantic in Dusty’s case was because that’s what
was right for her at the time (she had a good track record, was in
demand and could call shots). Having broken her ties with Philips in the
US, Dusty must have been delighted to be courted by Atlantic. Arif
Marden admired Dusty as a gifted singer and wanted her on his label.
This was Dusty’s graduation to the big league on the basis of mutual
admiration and respect – and business sense. [Others recorded at
Atlantic studios but they weren’t signed to the Atlantic label]. Atlantic
bosses wanted to build on Dusty’s talent; this is easy to tell from
listening to ‘Dusty in Memphis’ which I think is Dusty at her most
perfect despite her not being at the controls. This was all good but
Dusty was now just a small part of a powerful music business that was
consolidating itself into an industry. Rewards could be tremendous but
Dusty would have to make a good profit in dollars to survive
comfortably and maintain artistic integrity and quality control. In
comparison the UK music business, where Dusty was still contracted to
Philips, could not offer a satisfying long term future or substantial new
markets for Dusty. No wonder Dusty eventually left this behind but she
left her studio control behind too, and, her home fan base. The cost
wasn’t negligible. Dusty wouldn’t produce herself again until ‘White
Heat’.

DIM was a modern album; it wasn’t full of natural singles apart from
‘Son of a Preacher Man’. As far as I know, this is the first coherent
quality pop album by a female artist (male rock groups were already
producing what were to become classic albums). The album ooozes
quality and it must have cost a lot of money. I don't think the album
was a desperate shot in the dark. SOAP was a great single - even if
some of us here don't rate it highly. I’ve checked and it got to No. 10
in the Billboard chart and stayed around for 3 months. DIM, which
appears to have been recorded intermittently over about 3 months,
was released in the US right on the back of this high profile hit in
January 1969. The album should have been a hit. Perhaps the album
was misunderstood. Perhaps the title, SOAP and maybe even the US
cover picture mis-represented the album or was confusing in some
way. If the perception was that this was a country album some buyers
must have been disappointed by the album. Sure there was a sexy soul
fuelled country angle to DIM on a couple of tracks (I can hear this
now) but this was just one strand of a very sophisticated pop album.
Maybe a more low key up-market cover and title would have better
reflected the sensitive sound of Dusty (I’m thinking about a Dionne
Warwick cover picture here!). The album could well have been a bigger
hit in the South than in the North (because of SOAP). It would be so
interesting to get a break down of the statistics. But maybe it was just
too hard for the public – North or South and in the UK - to categorise
anyway; it wasn’t authentic r’n’b, country or bubblegum pop. It was a
ground breaking new highly sophisticated pop sound that demanded
careful listening and therefore wasn’t likely to please everybody. 

I remember reading a comment somewhere on a blog. It was from a
guy who would have been part of the young record buying public in
1969. He said you couldn’t be seen dead in 1969 with a copy of DIM. It
just wasn’t hip. I can remember thinking the same thing about the
Carpenters in the 70s. Against all that noise of political radicalism,
violence, and swaggering rock music the subtlety and lack of immediate
relevance of DIM didn’t stand a chance. Even Elvis had to show himself
to be aware of the terrible backdrop and offer a couple of ‘message’
songs: his powerful performance of ‘If I Can Dream’ on his TV
comeback and his single release of ‘In The Ghetto’.

What we’re left with is a great album that didn’t sell. That’s not the
end of the world because it was such an exceptional record. Ground
breaking records can be hard to sell. It’s as if Dusty and the producers
were too close to the record to hear that it was extraordinary and
temper expectations in that light (there was the lack of obvious 2nd
and third single material for one thing). It probably had a high volume
sales target and because it failed to sell the right quantity it was
quickly deleted. No second chances. Record presses and record rack
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space were needed for more profitable artists. I think DIM could have
been an important jewel like milestone in a continuing illustrious career.
But ‘Brand New Me’, a comparatively weaker album, also failed to ignite
record buyers interest. 

This double failure to hit big meant Dusty had less negotiating power.
Unable to agree on terms for a new contract, Dusty and Atlantic would
part company and tracks for a new Jeff Barry produced album, which
Dusty had started to promote in the UK, would not see the light of day
in Dusty’s lifetime. These were hard knocks; many others would have
returned home to the UK to regain confidence but I don’t think that
would have worked for Dusty and I think she was too proud. Dusty was
still looking ahead and was settling in the US; she felt there were
greater opportunities there. There was a much greater personal
freedom for Dusty in the US than the UK. Presumably risks were
outweighed by real and potential benefits. Or Dusty couldn’t see what
the risks were. By 1972/73 she would be contracted to ABC/Dunhill
Records, recording ‘Cameo’ and living permanently in California.

Memphis
Ever since we met...

Edited by - memphisinlondon on 14/07/2008 03:08:22

Snowbird
Little by little

USA
463 Posts

Posted - 14/07/2008 :  07:37:59  

Hi Memphis,

I just read your post. It's outstanding!!! You had a question and, with
much research and hard work on your part, and a little help from your
friends, I believe we can all finally, quietly and very gently put the
story of Dusty In Memphis to rest. I'm looking at my Dusty In Memphis
CD cover right now and I'm smiling and crying at the same time. I
believe, in my heart of hearts, that what we've accomplished on this
thread was exactly what Dusty was looking for ALL HER LIFE. She
wanted us to know that she was "knocking on a door that wouldn't
open." She tried desperately to open that door so that when it finally
did open, she would find just one person who would say to her, "I've
been listening all along and I've heard every word that you've ever
said, and I understand all that you've never had the chance to say."
Dusty, wherever you are tonight, please know that you never asked
too much. And, that we all understand what it's like to live in a world
that's so terribly out of touch. You're not alone. And, I hope our words
comfort you, and, maybe now you're beautiful soul can stop weeping.
Yes, Memphis, you've written your last essay and I've spoken my last
words on this subject. What a beatiful ending. Love to All xo

Leigh

paula
Moderator

USA
5012 Posts

Posted - 16/07/2008 :  02:13:35  

wow..this is quite a dialogue you got going on here.  very

interesting.
paula x

Robin S
I start counting

USA
32 Posts

Posted - 16/07/2008 :  22:37:00  

I just had to jump in here and give major kudos to Snowbird (Leigh) for
the brilliant explanation of how Americans reacted to DIM. I remember
not caring for SOAPM at all. I still don't. It was too close to that song
about..oh geez..that song about the woman who threw something off
a bridge..LOL! In other words, for my crowd and I think like Leigh has
said, I was in the Northern part the of the US ( Chicago area ), SOAPM
was way too country sounding for any of us. Unfortunately, I don't
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recall anyone that I knew even hearing about the DIM album at the
time. 

My friends and I remembered Dusty from YDHTSYLM and we still cared
for her, but this sudden, to us, change in her music style made a lot of
us for one, forget she was British, and also made us think she was now
a country singer. I think I posted something about this a long time ago
on this board or the other one.

Then she followed with what we could hear on the radio with Brand
New Me and I sadly remember not liking that song either. That began
my 30 years of forgetting about Dusty Springfield. I missed so much.
Americans and Brits missed out on a lot because it does appear by
album sales that not very many people wanted to purchase some
fantastic music she put out in the early 70's to the late 70's. 

I was in Orlando at Virgin Records the other day and it's the only place
I ever see anything Dusty. I bought the new release of DIM, a German
cut CD of "Living Without Your Love" and "Dusty Springfield GOLD". I
wish I could have been buying her music when she was putting her
heart and soul into making it and my purchase could have gone into her
bank account.

Again, I think Snowbird's analysis is right on the money. It was the
country sound of SOAPM, the changing sound of American music and
habits of the American music buying public and like Dusty might have
said later in life...she looked in the mirror to see who she was today
and it was just time and the river...

Robin

Kathy
Wasn't born to follow

Australia
6508 Posts

Posted - 17/07/2008 :  14:36:40  

Great discussion is going on here.  I think in a nutshell we can say

that DIM was waaaaay ahead of it's time--as some of us are so
belatedly realising. It's not enough to be brilliant, you also have to
have great timing to make a commercial success. While Dusty had this
in her music, she didn't have it in the US (or I would argue at times in
the UK) with her managers and record companies.

And can I just add that it is great to see you posting Robin, I've missed
you and your posts.  Thanks for the extra insights you have added

to this discussion.

xx
Kathy

"You're still here on my mind..."

Robin S
I start counting

USA
32 Posts

Posted - 17/07/2008 :  23:48:47  

 Hi Kathy! Yeah, I disappeared into American politics until I finally got

sick of them. I've been listening a lot to Dusty again. She's giving me
the old goose bumps and I love it. I've been walking the old treadmill
with Dusty on my IPOD. HA! Maybe I'll write a stupid little song with
that title. 

I've got a few too many wrinkles
And I can't say much for mah bod
But life can be sweet candy sprinkles
With Dusty on my IPOD

thud! groan...

Edited by - Robin S on 17/07/2008 23:49:42

Kathy
Wasn't born to follow

Posted - 18/07/2008 :  03:16:02  
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Australia
6508 Posts

Great to see you up and about Robin. And yes, Dusty is always nice to
come home to after the madness "out there".

xx
Kathy

"You're still here on my mind..."

Snowbird
Little by little

USA
463 Posts

Posted - 18/07/2008 :  08:56:57  

Hi Robin,

We've never met but you've given me quite the giggles. In answer to
your confusion as to what really happened on that sleepy, dusty, Delta
day back on June 3rd, 1970, I must tell you that I remember that day
as though it were yesterday. I begged, I pleaded, I cried, I even told
jokes, but to no avail. Billy Joe McCallister was insistant on leaving this
cruel world. He wasn't thrown over the bridge, he willingly jumped. It
was later discovered in a note found in his cotton-picking sack that he
was despondent over the fact that he was havin' to marry country
singer Bobbie Gentry in a shot-gun weddin' that Saturday. Turns out
the poor kid was already secretly married to his childhood sweetheart,
and first cousin, Becky Sue McCallister. Oh, how I love Romeo and
Juliette type stories. Get the popcorn, pappy!

.....and, my beautiful is weeping. xo

Love,
Leigh

Kathy
Wasn't born to follow

Australia
6508 Posts

Posted - 18/07/2008 :  09:04:32  

xx
Kathy

"You're still here on my mind..."

MissDustyFanatic
Where am I going?

USA
2606 Posts

Posted - 05/08/2008 :  03:48:46      

Very interesting thread, and the responses are quite heartfelt and
sincere. I love this. 

I believe one poster said something to the effect of SOAPM was the
only US single from DIM. I know 'Windmills Of Your Mind' and 'Don't
Forget About Me' were also released as singles, and 'Breakfast In Bed'
and 'In The Land Of Make Believe' charted as well, though I think they
were B-Sides. I'll have to go home and look at my 45s, and consult the
'Bible'. 

"And I can play the game of life...to win"

Edited by - MissDustyFanatic on 05/08/2008 03:49:28

memphisinlondon
Where am I going?

Posted - 12/08/2008 :  04:03:52  

'My affections are easily swayed and I can be very unfaithful.' 
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United Kingdom
3565 Posts

Well, that may have been Dusty at one time but it's never been me at
all. But I've just lost a whole 'Dusty in Memphis' thread posting and so
have stayed up to past 3am for nuthin'. I was commenting on and
paraphrasing a BBC radio documentary on 'Dusty in Memphis' that was
kindly made available on the Dusty Springfield Network (DSN) site on
the 'Give Me Time' thread. It's a good and valuable documentary and I
think it should be available to every Dusty fan that wants it. Folks can
get it on DSN; (I'd asked for DSN permission just in case). My work this
morning was about trying not to have to appear to be disloyal by
pointing LTD people to DSN. But, to tell the truth, I've pointed DSN
people here on occassion so I hope this is OK. We're all Dusty fans
after all. 

Both ends burning. Here's wishing for an easy day at work later today!
That ain't going to happen. I better get my motor running...shoot it like
a rocket and send it to me...

Memphis
Ever since we met...

whonose
I start counting

Germany
33 Posts

Posted - 12/08/2008 :  09:05:57  

Hi there,

interesting posts, no question.

I do own the Deluxe Edition of DIM but I have seen two different
artworks on the net. Which is the original album cover?

This one: 

or this one?

Best regards,
Jan

Edited by - whonose on 12/08/2008 09:06:52

MissDustyFanatic
Where am I going?

USA
2606 Posts

Posted - 12/08/2008 :  09:35:13      

quote:

Originally posted by whonose

Hi there,

interesting posts, no question.

I do own the Deluxe Edition of DIM but I have seen two different
artworks on the net. Which is the original album cover?

This one: 

or this one?

Best regards,
Jan

Jan, the black cover is the US cover, and the green one is from the
British release. Otherwise there's no difference in the original 1969
releases. They had the same tracks, but different artwork, similar to 'A
Brand New Me' and 'From Dusty...With Love' which was DIMs follow-up.
It wasn't until 'Cameo' that Miss Dusty's albums were all released with
the same artwork.

"And I can play the game of life...to win"

mssdusty
I’ve got a good thing

Posted - 12/08/2008 :  13:53:31    

I LOVE THAT FINGER TIPS ON FACE PIC ON DIM

2010-07-27 The Archives of Let's Talk Dusty! - W…

dustyspringfield.info/…/topic.asp?TO… 14/16



USA
5821 Posts

MARY
I REMEMBER MINE IN 8 TRACK

THE LOOK OF LOVE IS IN YOUR EYES! 
Watch my video with Dusty on YouTube!

memphisinlondon
Where am I going?

United Kingdom
3565 Posts

Posted - 12/08/2008 :  20:18:41  

It's great to have those images here. I note that she has green eyes
on the US cover and brown eyes on the UK cover. Anyway,
coincidentally, I ordered the USA vinyl record yesterday. This is the
first time I've bought a record since CDs finally took over my collection.

Memphis
Ever since we met...

paula
Moderator

USA
5012 Posts

Posted - 13/08/2008 :  03:04:34  

Watch out Memmphis. I have the DIM (US) album on my wall and those
pretty green eyes will follow you around the room. 

paula x

Sweetbaby
I’ll try anything

Canada
1466 Posts

Posted - 14/08/2008 :  03:48:41  

quote:

Originally posted by MissDustyFanatic

I believe one poster said something to the effect of SOAPM was the
only US single from DIM. I know 'Windmills Of Your Mind' and 'Don't
Forget About Me' were also released as singles, and 'Breakfast In Bed'
and 'In The Land Of Make Believe' charted as well, though I think they
were B-Sides. I'll have to go home and look at my 45s, and consult
the 'Bible'. 

I don't think anyone meant to say SOAPM was the only single culled

from DIM: Don't Forget About Me/Breakfast in Bed, Willie & Lauramae
Jones, The Windmills of Your Mind/I Don't Want To Hear It Anymore all
appeared on the Billboard Hot 100 where In the Land of Make Believe
"bubbled under". Certainly there was no lack of singles issued from DIM
but there's some suggestion that their promotion was not that
effective whether on account of Atlantic or Dusty herself. I don't know
how much input Dusty had in promoting the album but it's possible her
reservations about the DIM material made her reluctant to perform it:
she did sing SOAPM on the Ed Sullivan Show which doubtless facilitated
that single's success but with none of the other tracks blipping the
radar of American consciousness the public would have no reason to
suspect DIM was anything other than a prototypical "singles artist"'s
album which was virtually thrown together to capitalize on the success
of a hit.

MissDustyFanatic
Where am I going?

Posted - 14/08/2008 :  04:32:41      

quote:

Originally posted by Sweetbaby

quote:

Originally posted by MissDustyFanatic

I believe one poster said something to the effect of
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USA
2606 Posts

SOAPM was the only US single from DIM. I know
'Windmills Of Your Mind' and 'Don't Forget About Me'
were also released as singles, and 'Breakfast In Bed'
and 'In The Land Of Make Believe' charted as well,
though I think they were B-Sides. I'll have to go home
and look at my 45s, and consult the 'Bible'. 

I don't think anyone meant to say SOAPM was the only single culled

from DIM: Don't Forget About Me/Breakfast in Bed, Willie & Lauramae
Jones, The Windmills of Your Mind/I Don't Want To Hear It Anymore
all appeared on the Billboard Hot 100 where In the Land of Make
Believe "bubbled under". Certainly there was no lack of singles issued
from DIM but there's some suggestion that their promotion was not
that effective whether on account of Atlantic or Dusty herself. I don't
know how much input Dusty had in promoting the album but it's
possible her reservations about the DIM material made her reluctant
to perform it: she did sing SOAPM on the Ed Sullivan Show which
doubtless facilitated that single's success but with none of the other
tracks blipping the radar of American consciousness the public would
have no reason to suspect DIM was anything other than a prototypical
"singles artist"'s album which was virtually thrown together to capitalize
on the success of a hit.

They probably only meant 'Son-Of-A Preacher Man' was the most
popular (or to British fans the only) single from the album. 'Windmills of
Your Mind' was only a US single. Personally, I'm not sure why 'In The
Land of Make Believe" was ever released as a single. It's a pretty song,
but far too mellow to have made a good commercial single. 'Breakfast
in Bed', 'So Much Love', and 'Just A Little Lovin' would have made
excellent A-sides. I read in the 'bible' that Dusty performed the song
'Morning (Bom Dia)' on a Julie Felix show back in 1969, just before DIM
was released. At the time, 'Dusty...Definitely' was technically her
current album, but SOAPM was released at roughly the same time as
DD. Maybe it was the confusion in the two companies she was signed
to sorting things out as to which album to promote and singles to
release that made her reluctant to promote any other singles in Great
Britain. Remember, in the United States, DD was never released, so
Atlantic likely had no problems or promotional conflicts of interest in
releasing further singles from DIM after 'Son-Of-A Preacher Man'. 

What you said about people possibly perceiving DIM as an album
thrown together to capitalize on the single's success makes a lot of
sense. Miss Dusty's first five American albums were all put together like
that. The semi-equivalent of 'A Girl Called Dusty' was sliced and diced
and put together as 'Stay Awhile-I Only Want To Be With You'...the
titles of her first two American singles. Her second American album,
'Dusty' was a mishmash of singles, British EP tracks, and 'leftover' AGCD
tracks. Her third American album 'Ooooooweeee!!!' was singles, EP
tracks, B-sides, and even another AGCD track. 'Ooooooweeee!!!' has
no British equivalent. 'Ev'rything's Coming Up Dusty' was actually
released in the States in 1966, a few months later than in Britain. But a
few months later, when 'You Don't Have to Say You Love Me' became
a massive hit, ECUD was re-packaged and re-released as.... 'You Don't
Have to Say You Love Me'. Same thing with her fifth American album.
'Where Am I Going?' turned into 'The Look of Love'. I've read that Miss
Dusty was rather fed-up with how her American albums were released
and promoted, and that had as much to do with her ditching Philips in
America and going to Atlantic as the appeal of Atlantic Records held.
Sorry for the mini history lesson, and for going so off-topic, but that
comment of yours completely hit a bell for me; it made SO much sense.
Thanks! 

"And I can play the game of life...to win"

Edited by - MissDustyFanatic on 14/08/2008 04:50:08

Sweetbaby
I’ll try anything

Canada
1466 Posts

Posted - 15/08/2008 :  04:52:52  
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